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ie way to heaven; peripicuicy and perſus- 
Hon would then become the ſole objects off 
Hur attention and theft, JL apprehend, are 
more wichin every man's reach than is co. 
monly imaginet. / I never knew any zerſo 
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earch the e a low popularity. 
Ts © Theſe are the dangerou extremes into one 
br other of which every GT: tink 
8 hen is Ruble to, p omgoatace fie © 1 
The!“ laſt of them, which is RD the. 
5 0 baſe and contemptible, is commonly 
8 the: reſort of thoſe only, who, having little 
to recommend them to che wiſe and bead, 
can find no other way to emerge from ob- 
Tourity, and to thruſt themſelves. forward 
5 into public view; for no man will n 
999 * . 8 mean compliance, ho 18 qualified to. 
act in a higher ſphere, if he is not forced to 
it by hard neceſſity, either to cover a late , 
be wiſhes to conceal, or to- bribe men to 
Vink at ſome criminal indulgence, 967 
he cannot hide, and is unwilling to forſake. 
But though the other extreme is generally 
ſuppoſed. to be leſs ignominious; yet, when 
weighed. in a juſt. balance, I apprebend . it, 
will be found at leaſt equally can, and in. | 


ſome reſpects far more pernicious. 4 
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1 arti noſe Greftiey-ii he nw; declaimy | | 


ſtrenuouſly againſt / wy: and ſtudy to Have 


5 his outward behaviour decent and irre- : 
| proachable.—T hus . RA gratification: of 
huis favourite: paſſion. will conſtrain. him to 


plead the cauſe of religion; and to ſay and 
do many things. which may have a good ef- 


fect upon the multitude, whoſe favourable 


regard he is anxious to obtain. And though 


his low ambition may, upon ſome occaſions, 
prompt him to take advantage of their 


Akneſs, by inflaming their zeal about 


> matters. of. a trivial or indifferent nature; 3 
yet, as he can only ſucceed. in this attempt 


by perſuading them that ſuch things are 


important and neceſſary, it is obvious, that 

however he may impoſe upon their under- 
: ſtanding, and give them ſtones. inſtead. of 
| bread, - yet he cannot. be ſaid to corrupt 
their integrity, neither doth. he. weaken. the 
authority of conſcience, ——He may render 
- hem S e but he doth not ee e 


e the aniles WY rewards. 1 ts. 


tical rulers (for theſe are e the great ones of z 
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ww now ſpeak), are caſualty. — 
ol H 0 205 very different means. DET 
N 8 a ſupple eomplying temper, unfet⸗ 
ee by conſtience, or even "a: regard to 
dieceney, too often proves the beſt» recom- 
A to their ſbrvice; hence it is, 
chat many who are candidates for cheir 
deutz are o far from aſſuming an air of 
__ fantity, chat they ſtudiouſly avoid what- 
| Ever can be deemed the peculiarities. of their 
order, that they may have nothing to diſtin : ; 
Silk them from the men of the world, or 
1 to o render them fuſpected of the remoreft'dif- 
_ poſition, either to canvaſs the commands of 
"heir ſuperiors, or to boggle at any ee 
they ſhall pleaſe „ 5 
The pernicious” tendeney of . an in 
des plan of eonduct is too apparent to 
need much iltaſtration.——Hereby | they 
_ with-hold from their patrons the moſt con- 
vincing and obvious proof of the 00%; 155 
the excellence, and the efficacy of that re- 
gion which dhe office they hold obliges i 
them to preach.— Deſeription and argu- 
ment, if they are not accompanie with a 
 vible ee of . wil make 
8 but 
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ne 4 a. 


: but 2 feeble impreſſion upon 998 ah as 
. continually beſet with the ſnares of alte: 
rity.— Beſides, it often happens, that f : 

perſons, by means. of /a liberal education; : 
are in great meaſure; placed, (if I may ſo 
ſpea ) beyond the reach of. fermons:: they | 

have already got a theory of religion into 
their heads, and are not likely to hear any 

| thing they knew not before; fo. that they 

need ſtriking. examples more than verbal 

inſtructions.— Theſe, and theſe only, are of f 
ſufficient force to rouſe their attention, and 
to carry home En 0 to en e 
with power.. anche) | 

Did they behold men 15 . or ra- 

| ther of ſcanty” fortunes, unbiaſſed by world- 985 
ly hopes or fears, conſiſtent and uniform in 
Bur their whole. behaviour, reſolute im.;/every 
part of duty, inflexibly. honeſt, and fortified 
againſt all corrupt influence whatſoever j— 
ſuch yenerable, though imperfect images of 
God, would not 'only pence but, fee 3 
| their ſoulis. 
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_ pete; Aha Hate they may, 
and Probably will; ; but "ye" the fame time | 
- r ined | to reverence and eſteem 
ns bird: even 4 Herod feared John, and vb 
«6 ſerved: him, and did many things,” be- 
Ter he 15 that | 1 Was 2 gu and boly | 
% man. 11. e 1G JOY e TEE 1 

0 "Whereas, on 1 Ether! 1284. when 
5 ſee thoſe who are cloathed with the ſacred 
character, paying no regard at all to pro- 


10 prey of conduct, but, mixing with the 
10 World, ar 0 living: at large as other men do; 3 
iP when they ſee them graſping at power, or 
10 ſcrambling for riches; ſpreading |, their fails 
| to every wind, and ready to embark in any 
Will: _ cauſe” that can recommend them to thoſe 
— who; arc able to gratify their ambition or 
10 0 == however they may avail 
10 | themſeſves/of their treaſon, yet ſurely the7 
v4 t deff & fuch traitors in their heart, nd. 
10 "lice upon them as the was 0 nd” refuſe 
10 human kind. 7 MO e IDW, 
1 But, alas ! PEW as it may frem, it 
Cl 0 keldom Happens tat tkeſe perfidious men 
| | j become ſo thoroughly contemptible as' o 
1 be altogether harmlels, Even they” who 
| | VVV deſpily 
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deſp 4 i em mot, with a perverſe” and 
1 ſubtilty, make their example an occa- 
ſion of hardening their own' hearts; fetch- | 
ing arguments from thence to extenuate 
their guilt, and to cheriſh their preſump- f 
tuous Hopes | of impunity": 55 for it has often 
been obſerved, that no twig is ſo lender 
chat à wicked man will not cling to i, : 
when he feels himſelf ſinking under the 5 
bukes of conſcience, and the nes | 
"np of approaching Vengeance. ( 
1 is ſurely unneceſſary to ſhow, that 
4 the temper I have been recommending „ 
would effectually guard us againſt 'both  _ | 
the pernicious extremes J have been ſpeak- | | 
ing of, and render us etjually indepen- 
dent of the high" and of the low.-—=Zeal 
for the honour' of our Lord, and the ſal- 
vation of precious and immortal ſouls, 
= © would ennoble our minds, and break every 
WM © flaviſh yoke in pieces. A true miniſter of 
0 Chriſt will call no man Maſter * like this 
great Apoſtle, he will endeavour ſo to ſpeak, 1 
and ſb to act, in every tuation, e e 
pleaſing men, but God, wWwho trieth the 
heart,” Ir will ever” appear a ſmall matter 
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ay with this holy? Apoſtle, « T'o i wm: o 

4 live is Chriſt,” he, and he only, can 
with him ſubjoin, , and to die is gain. 
If now we live "oben believers fland fat in 


the Lord; if to promote the honour of our 


Maſter, and the ſalvation of our brethren, 1 
be the objects of our keeneſt defires and 


moſt vigorous purſuit, death can do us no 


harm: we may cheerfully look beyond 


the grave to thoſe pure regions of ever- 


laſting light, and love, and joy; where 


„ they that be wile, ſhall ſhine as the 1 
4 brightneſs of the firmament; and 17 47 


-« that turn many unto righteouſneſs, as | 
E che ſtars for ever and ever.“ Animated 
by theſe hopes, let us henceforth go on 
with fidelity and zeal in performing every : 


part of duty that belongs to us: and 
though Iſrael be not gathered by our 


4 means, yet ſhall we be glorious in the 


« eyes of the Lord, and our God ſhall be 


* our ſtrength.” He who graciouſly e 
cepteth according to what a man hath, 


will not * ect * our labour of love; but 7 
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| every e age of the church the complaint 

may be repeated,” that “ all men have 
« not faith“ Many who think they have „ 
it, are fatally @&ceived;' and ſhall be found 
in the iſſue to have been utterly devoid of _ 
this gracious: principle, True faith deter- 1 
mines the choice, and governs t the practice ' + 7 
according to the nature of the. ling be: 


lieved. It is called © the evidence, 8 

demonſtration, 4 of things not ſeen,” 'Let 

the objects be ever ſo remote, yet fai 
| brings them near to the mind, and renders | 
them as powerful and operative upon the : 

aﬀfeRtions and will, as if they. 1 were af] —M 
| ible, © Such is 
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1 M's ae his” grace; from e 
200 may judge, whether it be ſo common 


2 as men are apt to imagine. * 6 5 


The ſubject of my text wk affe rd us a 
artig illuſtration of this. e 
have already profeſſad our belief, and we 
have done it too with ſome ſolemnity, that 


es of the Lord ure in this Flace, behold 


ing the evil. and the good... This we vir tually _ 


acknowledged when we celebrated his praiſe: . 
but we did it moſt explicitly when we offer- 


at beſt, tht: * faich, is LT ve; 
rad. 
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ad up our prayers to him; for to what pur- 
pole ſhould we pray to an abſent, or even to 
nan inattentive being? Let if we: examine 
ourſelves impartially, and tay our. faith by 7 
ke only proper teſt, I ſuſpect we. ſhall find 
tao much. reaſon to conclude, either that 
* do nat ſeriouſly believe this doctrine, or, 
in . 


Were Od Nan 3 in our aha 

"i ere the great Immanuel, God in 
our nature, ſtanding in the midſt of us; ” 
would we praiſe him ſo feebly, or pray to 
bim ſo caldly, or wk and HARE: 45 9 5 = 
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N Did 


we juſt now behold ie: object of our wor- 
bo would the mere ſhutting our eyes 
render his preſence leſs venerable, or the 
| influence”: of it leſs powerful? No, my 
: our ſeeing God could only af. 
S preſent; and if an equal 
5 aſſurance is obtained by any other means, 
the influence of his preſence will in either 
caſe be the ſame. It is not therefore to 
the ſeeing or not ſeeing God, chat any dif 8 


ference in our temper or behaviour muſt 


be imputed; but to the believing, or not 

| believing, the reality of his preſence: from 
| which we may juſtly infer, that every de- 
_gree of irreverence in our minds, and 
every undutiful ſtep in our conduct, is a 
fymptom of the weakneſs and imperfec- 
tion of our faith; and, conſequently, that 


à courſe of known ſin, or the habitual: in- 


| 1 of any corrupt affection, affords | 
= undoubred. evidence, that whatever light we 
0 may have in our underſtanding, yet we — 


not believe with our heart, that the eyes of 
the Lord are in e pes Og; tae: ous. 


= ws 
When 


* 


4 


4 


/ 


- " * 24 - 7 N * 
* 7 N 
7 15 RES 
; 4 da * * * T 
{4 7 
6 SERMON TY 


When cheſe things! are n it 
1 will appear. that infidelity, in one degree 
or other, is far more prevalent chan we 
are aware of; and "that, notwithſtanding 
our profeſſional. aſſent to the doctrine of b 
ext. yet the beſt, of us have need to 
F our faith, of chis intereſting truth en- 
_ livened and confirmed. 1 ſhall therefore 
Proteed to lay the evidence of it before 
vou, in as plain and convincing a manner 
a 1 can; imploring, in the entrance „that 
5 erful bleſſing, without which the Rrong= 7 
7 elt and moſt per ſuaſive arguments, like a 
„ ' dart! thrown: by a weak arm, will either fa 
| ſhort of the heart, or if they reach it, yet 
- Ririke ſo 8 as to e 1 or a. 0 
Y 1 are two 3 8 bee one or. ode 
0 which every queſtion of this kind muſt 
neceſſarily be tried; I mean, Scripture, and 
Regſon.Scripture muſt determine thoſe 
who confeſs its divine original; and tl ey 
who decline the authority of this judge, can 
* to none other but that reaſon wick 
Which God hath endowed them; there they 


9 op, the . can be carried no where 
WAV N or elſe. 
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1 If therefore it hall appear, has the. 
doctrine of God's univerſal preſence and 
knowledge is ſupported both, by ſcripture 
and reaſon, the queſtion will be finally de- 
| cided, and wgbekek can. have no rue but 


5 96. rere This 9 is „ 
. ae and nee afſerred 3 in the n. 
Writing. 

The a e . m tent is 3 and. 
Arong i» Ther eyes of the Lord. are in every. 
Place. They not only run to and fro 


4 throughout the earth, as it is elſewhere 
expreſſed; which form of ſpeech might 


leave room to ſuppoſe that God beholds 


things ſucceſſively, looking firſt at one ob- 
je; and afterwards at another; but they >, 
are in every place at the ſame time. How 
awful are the words of Elihu! (Fob Xxxiv. 
_ His eyes are upon 1 the ways of man, 
« and he ſeeth all his goings. There is no 
madow of death, where. 
the workers of e 1155 hide them- 
« ſelves,” . „ inc 1 
Nor 18. - his attention | confined 1 5 bw ö 


« darkneſs,” nor. 
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iſſues of life, Nay, Hell and d. 
e are before the Lord, how muc 
4 ae hearts of _ NIE men?” 
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With all their circumſtances, and makes a 
Jjuſt and 18 teous eſtimation of them: 5 2 
know, and am a witneſs, ſaith the Lord.“ 
el ond; is a God of knowledge, and 
N hirn actions are weighed.” Nay, he 
weighs the fpirirs: | * All the ways of a 
in ee in his own eyes, but che 
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his ſermon upon the mount, that they in- 


clude the in ward 


N 


di 


tion, as well as che ; 


outward action; and not only prohibit ex- 
ternal violence, injuſtice, falſehood, and ſen- 
ſuality; but heart-hatred, cauſeleſs or en Ef- 
five anger, en vy, reſentment; in ſhorts che 
firſt conception of luſt in the ſoul, as well as 
. ünful :deed.” And an any * 
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wares on aſcribe. 
to God the moſt unlimited and unerring 
_ knowledge, but they even render it bu 
to ſuppoſe: the contrary : for how | extenſive, 
are his commandments ! 
reach to every part of our conduct g- and 
not only direct the 0 
law to the moſt retired 9 and in 
affection. Thus we are told, (Prov. xxiv 
chat 15 che thought of -fooliſhneſs is lin; 
| tent ndment-- for ebids.-20 
| covet hereby giving life 
* precepts; and teaching ugs 
explained chem in 7 85 
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no leſz chan to our words; and that! the 
darkeſt corners of the heart ee A 
view, as as much as the moſt public actions of- . 


40 that's he did war which was ee the 
fight of the but he did it not with 


though he was not permitted to exe- 


God, in that it was in chine heart! —— : 
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Teſt of that wicked family. were doomed; for 


een 
Aus found eh good thing toward the 


1 Lord God of Ifrael/” 1 Kings xiv. 13. 


| f Upon the whole, then - you ſee how clearly 
nuund explicitly the Scriptures decide in favour 


of this doctrine, that the eye. of the | Lord 
ST keep eee the evil and the 

py ne * Mer Reads 1 us 
concerning this matter. And here I ſhall 
ove from ſach. principles. as all men are 
agreed eren excepted, and cheſs are 


none VP us will heſitate to eee 


chat God is the Creator, the Preſer ver, the 
Governor, and the Judge of che world— 
Now, if in each of theſe eſſential characters 


| of the Deity, we ſhall find a ſeparate proof 


of God's perfect knowledge; how irreſiſt- 


ible muſt the evidence be when they are 


all united, and with what powerful con- 


ition muſt. it come into our hearts! 
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knowledge. as the Scriptures: aſcribe to God, 


25 D found inſeparably connected wich 


the character of d 1 n it not r 
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W A % nay, muſt we not conclude, 
that his 1 knowledge i is as far ſuperior to ours, 
2 His nature 36 (exalted above ours 2 Here, 

then, Reaſon leads us; by two very eaſy 
pe to attribute to God an infinite know: 
digs) dt Buſt 2 Knowledge chit -we: ch n 
more limit than we can do che Divine Na- 
* türe itſelf. 2 aeg IW air) ou 9810 
5 he inſpired! author of tlie 94th Pſalm 
addreſſed this argument to the infidels W 
his day, Who ſcoffingly ſaid, 0 The Lord 


e ſhall? not ſee, neither ſhall the God of 


et 1 acob' regard it—Underſtarid; ye brutiſh 


4; among the people: and ye fools, when 


4 will ye be wiſe He that planted the ear, 
«hall he not hear? he that formed the 
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Genet en chat teacheth 
| man knowledge, ſhall © not he Know?“ 
ro che ſite" Purpoſe Iſfniah ſpeaks, 5 

(Naias, Xxix. 1 5. 16) 4 Wo into them. that 
 Sfeek deep te hide their counſel from the 
| «Fjord; and their works are 1 in che dark; 
and they fay, Who ſceth us, and 'who 
* 'Knoweth 1 us? Surely your turning of things 
de down ſhall be eſteemed as the pot- 


4 ter's clay: for ſhall the work ſay of him 


„that made it, He made me not? or all 
« the thing framed fay of him that framed 
* it, He had no underſtanding * ln both 
| theſe, paſſages, the omniſcience of God is 
(tion ly deduced from theſe obvious dic- 
dates of natural religion chat we are the 
. creatures of God, and that we derive from 
him all the faculties we poſſeſs :—And the 
concluſion appears fo juſt and neceſſary, that 
no objection occurs to me by which the 
force of it can be evaded. But this argu- 
ment acquires an additional ſtrength when N 
we conſider, in the „ 
24d, place, That he is not EY our Creatbr, | 
bc likewiſe our Preſerver; - for © in him 
_ < we live and move.” The ſame power that 
«$2 | 535 3 
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ciſed in ſupporting our being; no : 
live independent of God for one moment. | 
Try your ſtrength in the eaſieſt matters - 
try if you can make one hair White or 0 
black:“ and when you have found. me | 
| ſelves unable for that | which. is leaſt, let | 
convince you, that you are far leſs able — 
ſo great a thing! as to K . prolong , 
_ itſelf. 55 1 
IS the PS to move at fal, HA con» : 
8 derived from God; and can any 
man dream, that God hath given him power 
to remove to ſuch a diſtance, that his own. 
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eye cannot reach him ) ——Doth he enable 


us to think, and ſhall we exclude him from 
the knowledge of theſe thoughts, which we 
have no power, to form, but what we re⸗ 
ceive from him? The abſurdity : is ſo gle- 


ring, that Reaſon muſt at once AXE it = 5 


diſdain, | „ | 

345. Unleſs he's eyes 1 the e were in 
every place, how could he execute what be- 
longs to the Governor of the world? Can 8 
he order things aright which lie doth not 


N Or mußt his . lie unfiniſhed in one 
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2 eee * . finite creatures 
are obliged to do It were blaſphemy to | 
_ think. Wich infinite eaſe doth he govern __ 
1 the world he hach made: and as he createet 
a4 chüings in number, weight, and meaſure, 3 
5 ſo he diſpoſeth all things acco the 
rules of the moſt perfect wiſdom, | juice; 15 
and goodneſs, And whatever objections MT 
2 may ariſe from a partial view of his admini- 
galration, ſo chat in ſome caſes we may be 
dempted to ſay in our hearts, How doth. 
God know, and is there knowledge in the 
MMoſt High ?” yet Reaſon teacheth us in 
ee that the Lord reigneth, 3 . 
wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength; Th 
that when clouds and darkneſs are _ 1 
about him, righteouſneſs and judgement are 
the habitation of his throne. But this could 
not be without the moſt certain and unli- 
mited knowledge of all his creatures, at all 
times, and in every place and condition. 
How ſhould he conduct this great family, 
which conſtantly hangs upon him, without 
the moſt intimate acquaintance with , 
„ D 24 . individua 
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for the truth of this doctrine ariſes: from 
this principle, which ſober Reaſon hath al- 
Ways admitted, viz. That God is the Judge 
of the world: for as he is to decide the 
final ſtate. of men, and diſtribute rewards 
and puniſhments according to the ſtricteſt 
equity, ſo that every mouth ſhall be ſtop- 
ped, and none ſhall be able to e him 
with rigour "apo ales ſeverit 
muſt be fair and open, | anc ; 
4olytely, fleas upon which a ſentenee, ſo 


eſſentially connected with the honour of ; 


the: Jaden is. to. be founded. 1 But how] 
Hall this proof be obta 
adduced as witneſſes againſt each other ?— 


This Sage - 18. encwnbered. with: two oh- 


„ 8 8 Jecdions; 5 


ned ſhall men be 


only relate to outward actions; the tem- 
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7 - Mi ſome are innocent, -which for once we 
yet even theſe may, or rather 
muſt, be ignorant of many chings: they 


een -axreſt no more than they have ſeen; 
r teſtimony, at the utmoſt, can 


principles from whence they flow, are be- 
. —— ps 

ment can paſs upon the heart in conſe- 
quence of any human evidence. Where | b 


chen ſhall we go next? Perhaps you will 


ay, that every man's own conſcience. /ſhall 
ſt him in that day. But what | 
_ ould oblige conſcience to do this? will 


witneſs againſt 


authority compel a man to become 
own accuſer, when he knows that no 
«ha evidence car 

him? This, I. think, is harder to be be- 
lieved than any thing. In ſhort, I ſee no 
„„ ne e way 


be brought againſt > 


Y evi e 60 Ale - or dr 
that God ſh; IV judge the world. It is his 
1 Hence" that ſupplies the room n 
reign witneſſes; ' or makes their t. 
d i. pol his omniſcience that 
and conſtrains it to be Kann: 
H Abs! can tell a man What is in 
his heart, ſo that he dare not refuſe the 
charge: and it is this infallible teſtimony 
of the Judge himſelf, ho ſcans all actio 
- who-weighs all Weng whoſe right hand . 
doch ever hold us, and whoſe eye is cons 
ſtantly upon us, that will flop” every mouth 


in- the great day' of deciſion; and convince 
the whole world, chat his dudgemen i 1s to 
ou rights,, hes boat dl 


Thus have I + to eſtabliſh 
your faith of this important truth, that the 
eyes of the Lord are in every place, bebolding 
the evil and the. £00, — II have argued the 
aauſe at che bar * Reaſon; and have 
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ſhowed yon the intimate connection @ - 
20 85 this doctrine with the moſt acknowledged 
dictates of natural religion, to wit, That 
God is the Creator, the Preſerver, the Go- 
vernor, and the Judge of the world It 5 
is poſſible that ſome may aſk, Why be- 
* ſo much time and labour in proving 
eee e. worn ey ay de- 
not ary che time when 1 erlouly : 
queſtioned the truth of this doctrine; but 
I can well remember a time, when it ha 
no more influence upon my own ſoul, 
| than if I had been ſure it was falſe: And 
if your belief be of the ſame kind, as T 
fear with too many it is, be aſſured you 
bave heard no more than was needful; 
nay, if an infinitely greater Teacher do not 
__ _ the fubject over again to your hearts 
with power, your preſent. belief. ſhall only 
heighten your guilt; and the fewer your 
doubts are, the greater ſhall your: condem- 
nation be. If your hearts do not feel the 
conſtant preſence of God, your verbal ac 
knowledgements and ſpeculative belief of it, 
{hall only render your caſe ſomething worſe 
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bute to God: ſo long as your faith dwells in 55 
5 is brain, or in the tongue, he doth not 
grudge you the polſecion of it; and if what 
: e have been hearing fink nô deeper, 
ſhall readily admit, that you have heard tos 
„ n In that caſe;iI have no doubt loſt 
ig my- labour, whether it hath been acceptable 9 5 
e to you or not. But 1 ſhall not eloſe the ſub⸗ 1 
ject till I have pointed out the b cal u 
welouglit to make of fit. 
And, /, Let us take POR From: this | 
Lis doctrine to admire, with humble grati- 
Th tude the long-ſuffering patience and ten- 
„ compaſſions of our God. Is he the 
8 immediate witneſs of all our ſins? doth 
he ſee the rebelliou s thought riſing in our by 
minds, and doth he ſtill look on, and 
ſpare, till it be fully formed and "executed? 
er incomprehenſible then muſt his pa- os 
_ + | tience be! We find it no eaſy. matter to 
pF forgive our” fellow-men, event! when they 5 
—_ penitent; with what difficulty” do we 
If - fuppreſs our reſentment, though the injury 
= been. committed at a great diſtance of 
1 TR” and pad offending brother himſelf. 
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by a free and ſorrowful-' confeſſion ; M 


chen can we think of the divine merey and 
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we are, 

and knew nothing about them, till he 
| heard: them from ourſelves; in penitent con- 
feſſions, and petitions for pardon + but c 
bear with us till luſt had conceived and 
. forth; 0 ſee the whole progreſs of 
the: mind, its ' plots and contrivances, till. 


frorbearance? It were much in Ged t for- 


Sive the tranſgreſſions of ſuch. creatures as 
zough he had not ſeen them dene, 


che wicked 3 Ae done; to behold the 


| heart full of enmity, without one -relenting : 

_ thought; to ſpare a creature thus determi- 
ned to affront him, when by one word he 
could diſarm it of all its Power, and render 
TEN it completely miſerable ! it is this which 
ſets the patience of God above tall human, 


above all created underſtanding. OI my 
brethren, think of this. Should an earthly 
prince behold one of his ſubjects, he ved 
within his palace, and was ſupported by 
his bounty, treaſonably conſpirin; 8 againſt g 
him. with his moſt inveterate enemies; 
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ſhould he, inſtead of treating him with 


the 
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„ ide ſenerity he ren - conde bom 2 
expoſtulate with him; and, in the moſt - 
affectionate manner, intreat him to con- ON 

ſult bis on Solty: "ay oper to r 


th Fig $7 8 he in was e to in- 
flict; What do ven think would be the 
Rate ot the traitor's mind in ſuch. circum- 
ances as theſe? how would it confound 5 
him to know, that his much injured ſove- . 
reign had all along been privy to bis 


85 but, like the moſt t ny 

folly We may * conceive EI - 
but are unable to expreſs. it. The moſt 
artful deſcription could give but a faint. re- 
pPreſentation of the various feelings of an 
. ingenuous heart, upon ſuch an affecting oc- - 
cCaſion. And ſhall not the tender mercy of 
our r God have the ſame. influence upon ? 
Hsle neither wants power to inflict, nor pro- 
1 vocation to juſtify, the ſevereſt puniſhment 


1 our natures are capable of enduring— 

Et What ſhall we ſay then f—He is God, and 

[ * not man; and therefore it is that we are 

| | | :  H_ confumed.——0O let his patience, to _ ' 
3 | Ls which 
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Mandan, it eee N 5 
cularly let us watch over our hearts at this 
time, when the ſubject we are upon neceſ- 
1 1 eee ſer ne Oe more im- 


Judge of our deem na Joel; | 
for ſurely his eyes are in this, Place, eee de 
| the evil and the good:; ee eo 
« ee 3 doctrine bat an biene 
eee Wer to am = ciflmalarion 
and artifice from our hearts. He WhO 
realizeth the divine preſence, will not dare 
to be an hypocrite: for neee. that his 
rriumphing can be but 1 and his joy 
only for à moment. Man — 
ho ſees no farther than the outſide; but 
be cannot deceive God, 10e eyes art in 
every place; who © ſearcheth the hearts, and 
„ trieth the reins of the children of men.“ 
And to what purpoſe ſhould he labour for 
the applauſe of poor dying creatures, if he 
|  " expoſe himſelf to the contempt and abhor- 
tence of that infinite Being, 25 FRED? whom 
he 
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| de en as br hte ud bb, 
"a that the nee ven wens haller. 1 
long be pulled off, and his reabh character 
expaſed to the view of an (aſſembled world, 
in :chavnday when?{thehidden''works: of 
| W . rb be , light; and 
5 ne acdc A 


9 This motive to benen is lin en 
„ vious. to che deen eee N 


man 0 believes chenlodrite ee tent: 
for wehat-6 can it avail him to/ be well thought 
eee the ns e e 


e everlaſting Contempt; 
not to thoſe few only, but to all that ever 
f did or ſhall exiſt, tilb e the mightygangel, 
4 fetting his right foot upon the ſea, and his 

OD « left foot ori the earth, ſhalt lift up his 
es « hand to heaven, and ſwear by him that 
Fes * [ivetlyifor ever and ney” 0 bee gs ſhall 
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by © Pandas: the attribute of Thein - 
ther. and their friend; his eyes are con- 
ally upon them for good 3 he kn 
eye ching that befals them, and is perjechs 
. quainted both with their W. ts, 3 
with thoſe ſupplies which are preöper N 5 
„ for them. Thie ualifies him to 
be the object of their truſt; and cauſidenee 
upon him they may quietly and cheerfullxß 
2 ho ig never far from any one of them 
vrhoſe eyes run to and fro th oughs HEY 
0 u at che whole __ FEY ain | 
Sh him“ 2291970 £OKs k ad: went 
But the ieee of God is pong 2 
7 fortable, upon other accounts. e 
Fee ad ſupport did it prove. to Peter, 
when our Lord ſaid N him the third 
time, (John Xxi. 17), ff « Simon, ſon of 
Jonas, loveſt thou me f, I es, Lord, ſaid. © 
be, I love thee. I confeſs. indeed the ou 5 
neſs, and treachery of my late conduct; y n yy - 


or- I, © 3 | $ ; all- 


cauſe 1 [have giv 
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„ dan b, 01 own. . and unerriug know. 
N 5 ſpeing up in b 
. 5 0 Gods when it remembei 
bz very place! He to whom 1 we bas Ls: - 
5 / ſiandetk our very thoughts afar off. Lord, 
3 ſiaid the Plalmiſt, all my defis 18 before 
5 -&.:thee and my groaning is not bid M 


1 uy thee. A groan, a ſigh, cannot eſcape His 
4 5 notict 2 may, < he puts our tears into 4 bat- 7 
„ de, anll a bock of remembrance is vrit- 
1 . wen eko . for thein that think 17 9 1 
5 4 his name“ JJ 8 
Fi EE aden ee e e Fave to PL 
; pet he: doth not need che information ' he 
ES : N ns 24 for when we kno not » what 15 
WM - 4 e thould pray for as. de pügbt, the Spi- 
itt itself helpeth our infirinities, making 
d interceſſion for us With groanings Which 
"I Fo cannot de uttered. And he chat ſearcherh 
„ rhe heart s; knoweth What is the mind of 
| Merit, becauſe be maketh intercef. 
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ee Code Remi at, 27, When de 

. humble ſupplicant, like a diſeaſed Lazarus, . 
ce ean do little more than lay himſelf down = 

85 f the door of mercy, unable to Prodounee _ 
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dne one articulate word; Den P01 
canis the parable, Foy can only ſmite 


"guage into theſe 


becauſe his eyes are in — *. agg 
| the evil and the. good.) „ 
Aby, This doctrine i is no leſs aul to 
the wicked than it is comfortable to the 
ſincere and good. Where-ever they are, 


Pigs _ 


FT whatever they do, God. ſees and obſerves * 
+ | them. Men are frequently induced to com- 
mit ſin by the hope of concealment: The 1 
ech adulterer waiteth for he twi- 
„ bpht;; ſaying,” No eye ſhall ſee: me; and . 


[his breaſt, to point at the place where the ; 

| ' diftemper: lies; che Holy Spirit puts lan- : 
io 8, which God per- 
Kah undetſtands, and gracioully accepts; = 


. 


e diſguiſeth his face. But chis text dif- 


covers the folly of ſuch hopes: the Judge pa 
* himſelf beholds' and knows them; DET |. 
8 66 chere! is no darkneſsnor 1 * of death 
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Es SERMON mn WM - 
| - as None of; ae e ple: e 


the Lord: He not only knows what your _ 
do, but he alſo knows. what, oppoſition, and; | 


reſtraint you overcome in doing it. Lou 
may feign excuſes to your neighbours, vou 


Ma plead the violence of tem ptation, the [ 


| wang of recollection, or the ſtrength of paſ-. 

ſion; and by theſe alleviations extenuate 

- _ your. guilt, and put ſome ſort off colour 
upon your conduct: but God ſees through 


all theſe thin diſguiſes; he that heard every 


; whiſpering of conſcience _ within thee ; and 5 
the complaints of this oppreſſed ſubdued 


deputy. are: all recorded againſt thee. Bre- a 


8 thren, this is a moſt: alarming conſidera- ; 


tion; an God e it en our hearts Ef 
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Tn” eye” hath bo mand 6 uM us, 


* 
E 3 | and 
eee a VE 
* * 
* 
: | 


bo * * * * N 85 ? 22 * 
* : . — — . 2 * * 
: - N 
; % | 45 8 
4 0 75 
„ q 4 
; 
** 
1 8 
5 3 
j 
* 
4# \ 
bd | ; 
4 f 8 3 
= 
: Þ 5 
81 Wy 
x 2 
% 
; ; 


a fr 6 . 0 ap- 
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75 . bands yet we live as if we had ne 

. neſs,” n judge, Tarn any cauſe of in- 
/ 8 to Tal -God hath alfured 


5 us in Ris we a * 4 is the rage 

1 t finz” Reaſon condemns it; Conſcienee 

8 Temonftkater againſt it, or rebuke 

un for it. „ in defiance of al theſe, 

| it in or boſorn, and refuſe to let ir 

33 ee eee. 3 iel, 
__ fuch pervert eh 

Abbie Folly; thikiweve Bot: ce erb 


15 bedlam, in w nich all have a tincture of che 
ſame diſeaſe,” ir would be regarded” with” 

. equal ſurpriſe und horre „ one ef the-moſt | 
probable means for reſtoring men to their 

| right ſenſes, is the ſerious belief of this 1. 
portant dectrine, that the eyes of the Lord are 


Which leads me to obſerve; in the 

OY and laſt place, That . im- 

reden of the divine preſence would prove” 
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? | han in 20 een as much in our 
| when we act i the 
pc. vi auf: chelwoels ! Had we no 0- 
cher ſpectators than men, it might be uf 

ncient to maintain à fair outſide, becauſe 


that only falls under their obſer vation: 8 but | 


chere is no covering o chick as te Hide us 
from God; the moſt ſecret deviation of the 

heart is ſubject co his eogniſance, as much 
+ as the moſt open tranſgreſſion of the life; 

and ſins committed in the deepeſt ſhades of 
kneſs, are as perfectly known to him, 
as thoſe” committed in the cleareſt noon-day. 
None of the fprings er whence they pro- 
ee can eſcape his notice, nor the temper 
of mind with which . are done; ha ' which 
Sire che trueſt light into their nature, and 
ine the preciſe degree of their malig- 
nity. What reaſon, then, have we to keep 
dur hearts, as well as our lives, with all dili- 
gence, and to dread a fin in privacy, no leſs 
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duty, the influence of a realizi 
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4 it needs no illuſtration: ©: J have kept thy 
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| * Apoſtle Paul, « I had not known ſin 
5 but by the law.“ We can never Trades 

aright of our temper and practice, till we 
| 7 this unerring rule. Many 
objects appear to have a ſtrong» reſemblance MI _ 
___ while we view them a and at lace 75 8 
rom each other; which, in almoſt every 
feature, are found to diſagree when they 
are brought together and examined with | Wy 
Aa accuracy. Thus there is a ſeeming confor- - - #5 
mity to the divine law, an image of- ſancti- 9 
gp, which very often paſſeth for real holi- 1 
gnmeſs, and leads men © to think of em- . Sig 
I | W more highly than they ought to — © 
TY think.” — — Paul « was alive without . i 
% Og ns law. + 
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. B Na when the ab 
d came; ſin revived, and he died.“ 80 ; 
ling as he knew only the letter e 5 
and was 4 ranger to its ſpiritual: meaning 
N and juſt ersent, he imagined that hid pray»: 
3 „ * 


s, and his alms, accompa-- 
5 meg witk ſome We 0 bodily exerciſe, — 
5 and an abſtinence from the groſfer aQs.of | 
=_ | were ſufficient to hy a> 
| 1 2 friendſhip of: God, and would certainly 
: title him to the joys of immortality: burt 
1 5 ow een che commandment came?” in its ; 


Yoriuty, an " entered” into his heart 
Ly - ee . power; he ſoon diſcovered EN 
his mfftales, and / Was convinced, chat his: -- 
7 ſeeming virtues were no more in reality. | | 
55 5 than © dead works; his phariſaical nee 
hog oufneſs mere painted outhide,-x the deſulive”” 
8 or form of e, 0 100 
5 5 In like manner, the Ee this fim, 
5 aſter a devout contemplation of the divine 
0 la (which he had magnified in the fore- 
: is going verſes, by 4 juſt and animated detail 
of its amiable: properti and falutary ef- 
fectos), turning his eyes ird 1s ſtruck 
with + ſenſe of big U w * e 
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/ . SERMON. III. 


„ 4 Who, * ich Kol can 3 TOP er- 
. « PLATTE Many indeed, too many, alas: 
8 1 can * recollect; for every period of 
| my life hath been tained with ſin; but be- 
ſides all theſe, I now perceive, that in num- 
berleſs inſtances, unobſerved or forgotten, 1 
= muſt-have deviated from ſo perfect a rule. 
| Upon this he Lupplicates. the | mercy. of 0 
3 God, and implores the forgiveneſs of coe : . 
3 errors” or infirmities, which had either ber 
_— eſcaped his notice, or dropped out of his 
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remembrance: Cleanſe thou me from ſe⸗ 0 
oderet faults :“ © ſecret,” not only with WE; 

—_ ſpect to others, but to myſelf alſo; hid from, 
mine own eyes, as well ie e = = 
1 eee And under this awful im MI. 
preſfion of the polluting nature even of 5 5 
5 unobſerved and ( ſecret faults, he views 1 
with horror the more aggravated guilt of 
known and wilful fins; and prays. with re- 
d doubled earneſtneſs, in the words of my 
dcdeext, chat it might pleaſe God to reſtrain or 
Keep him back from theſe :—Keep back G2; ry 
5 . alſo from Preſumpluous . 
W bat theſe ſins are, —and Joe much i it } 
3 concernerh us * to . them, —1 ſhall en- 
eee N 5 eee 
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| deavour- to:ſhox in the: nen dif- 1 
cute And as my text is a prayer, I ſhall 
bs -condlude with ſome: directions for the help 
of thoſe who are willing to make it their 
. own prayer, and wiſh 2 1 1 up with wth 
PEE a ſucceſs,. ! 1% Al 
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A WOT FL nc! Xt £5} 1 cor 2431391 0. 
| fs * Br ee 5 we are to ie 
| meln different from thoſe una voidable 
failings, on account of which it is ſaid, 
rat there is not a Juſt man urn earth, 
who doeth good, and ſinneth not. Per- 24 
. fection i in holineſs is not che attainment of 1 
our preſent ſtate: the beſt offend in many 
chings; and “ if we ſay we have no ſin, we 
e deteive arb bes, e e eruth 18 3722 in 
| 0 F—ö˖% ah 1 20 00 Big 
? There are bene fins. SRI chiral. 1850 
© 'rance; and this circumſtance, how ſ. 
920 ſoever the offence may be in its own nature, 
doth certainly render the caſe of the offend- ” 
er more pitiable. We find „the Apoſtle Fo 


and High-prieſt of our ane Chriſt 
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KK © Jeſus,” pleading this argument for mercy 
3 to his murderers: ©. Father, forgive them; 

. for 4 know not what they do. 8t 
35 Payl _ 
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«6 becauſe he hs i f 
: hit th aſſured us Lale i. 
46.) wa eds reit who knew mot his 
1 lord's will, and did edit commit thi orthy 


* to reſtore: uch an one in che Ipirit ot 
* he e and the argument | he uſech is 
dable ; . confideting thyſelf, leſt 

5 « ; hw alſo be rempted.” | It farther d deſerves 
our notice, the erſons t whom the 
5 9 yy 
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de violewoe of the en might in like 


eircumſtaneeb have overcome themſelves. 
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. uer is proportionally. 
| if ir appear chat he did not ge forth to meet 
„ che temptaxien, but was really een by | 
: it; in the proper ſenſe of that word; and 
|  Hurried along with its violence before his 
mind could have freedo heile to re- 
„ deck and reaſon upon the matter. 
5 5 Having premiſed theſe: . 
cha nom be able to diſcover, wi 
5 1 eee thoſe 
i 1 Which render ſin preſump . 
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5 1 Knowledge is the firſt. This, as I ll 


1 hinted, muſt lie at the Eren 
„ preſumptuous ſin.— He is rather unfor- 
« tunate than faulty, who, by miſtake” or ac- 
8 eident, hurteth one in the dark; but he 
1 ho doth it in broad day, and with his 
: 55 N en, de aglevolvinee, or wicked 
oY 8 ' excenaation; Ir en chis e adered- tl 
5 | unbelieving Jews akogetlier inexcuſable, ac- 
cording to that declaration of our Saviour, 
777... 8 Jobn 
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ken unto, them, they had not had in; 


for their fin,” ; | 


| | i Knowledge. thembeing, brate as ane eſſen- | 
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rut of deliberation and con- 
te; bn why the perſon ruminates and 


plots and 79: ſchemes. For. executing | his 


1. .defigns. ... Such a tranſgreſſor is. 
„ vi. 14. Frowardneſs is 
rt, he deviſeth miſchief conti- 


| „ nually; - and again, Pfalm xxxvi. 4. He 


«. deyiſeth: miſchief upon his bed; he ſetteth 
'« himſelf in a way ns 0 nor Ws he ahr 
, horreth not evil. Lt,» 
The eee is 1 . 
when obſtinacy is added to knowledge 'and 
ee 3 when the tranſgreſſor hold- 5 
e eth faſt his iniquity, and will not let it 
go, but ruſheth forward in his wicked 5 
courſe, even as the horſe ruſheth into the 
4 battle.” Such was the temper which the 


Jews expreſſed in their anſwer to Jeremiah, 5 


(Terem. xliv. 16.) wat As. for- the word which 


« chou haſt e o us in che Dame of the 
5 12 Lord 
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Bn « + forth out of our ee ee 175 And to 


icy; the. epithet of 


directly applied, Deuteron. 1 1.43 where; Mo- 0 
ſes ſaith, I ſpake unto you, but ye would 
not hear, urg anhelied again. the, wo. 


„ mandment of 
« ſumptuouſly up! into 4 he bil. ? 1 1 
Again, if che warnings, and r 5 


men be accompanied with the remonſtran- ; 
ces of conſcience, and enforced. by: the mo- 
irit, theſe. give a yet 
deeper tincture to the ſinneris preſumption, 
and render his obſtinacy ſtill more crimi- 
nal. With ſuch guilt were the Jewiſh | 
3 rulers directly charged by the firſt martyr + 
Stephen, Ads vii. 51. Le ſtiff· necked, and 
of mad geen heart 


tions of the Holy 8 


4 3 did, .cer we G7 n  vIvr. 


d in ear; ye do 5 
kremeuhe | 
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rtainly do whatſoever: thing goth | 
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But the ſin becomes weber che x 


higheſt, degree, when, beſides the remon- 


nce, * hedgeth up 
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ſtrances of conſcience, and the ſtrivings nf 


the Holy Spirit, re (ome; awful dif 
5 penſations of; bis prom 


44 5 


* 


Sung diſtinguiſbed brand of inf 
fer" p A in 34666 erde dr 
5 } Rl; 3 


WEL eat ee bins, Po 

acer rfiptble offender; who ſtandb on record 
26 Kae t Beads 7 for à Warnin 8. te all 
| — petibratiOn's, hefe 1 appres 
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1 ind It Bath Ko tain to pleaſtire; and 48. 
ittle to profit; the fwearer ſeems to be 


Vicked from pu e malice, merely tor the 

fake of being Withed.” In vain do men 
Ress provocation for injure them who | 
Vill, furely God doth them no injury; and 
if a low: atureb offend them, "that can 
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unnafural a ſin may geen be pr 
if the perſon Kath à real abhorrence' of UC; 
and uſech my efforts to guard againſt it. 
* how many are there we ſtrear 
Aline, whether they be angry or well 
ay ves imprecate damnation _ 
— themſelves out 6f mere wantonneſs; and 
Haths a principal part of 
familiar converfation. If any Who 
leer me are re guilty in this manner, let me 
prevail wit with them to pauſe for a little, till 
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us, would not this be to caſt upon him | 


vile diſhotour, after all the illuſtrious 
be hach n us, both of his love and Ha- 
ving power? He that ſpared not his own 
2 ee but delivered him uß for us alls 

en tball he not with him alſofreely give 
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ffed | ſhall . enter into the ears of che 
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= 60 God, who now appears in che preſence 
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„ neſs to enter into the holieſt b 
. of Jeſus, by à new. and living way, which | 


+ bf God for us. Having therefore bbld- 
y. the blood 


he hath conſecrated: for us through the 


; 5 « vail,” that is to ſay, his fleſh'; and having 
_ «a High-prieſt'who i is touched wich che feel- 
e of our infirmities, and was in all 


points tempted like as we are; let us come 


Y 4 boldly to the throne; of grace, tliat e . | 
„ may b and find 25555 to . 


ee in time of need.” DF, en TO CE 

If we thus aſk, we ſhall IH, Wees : 
I e great Captain of our ſalvation, e 
grace is ſufficient for all his people, Will 


not only keep us back from preſumptuous 


fins, but in due time he will bruiſe Satan 
P mag our feet, and grant unto us 


4 to fit with him in his throne, even as he 


„ alſo overcame; and is ſet down with the 


Father in his: throne.” . Let me 1 
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5 1 wick our own moſt vigorous efforts 
to reſiſt all temptations to W Al, 
otherwiſe they ſhall not be accepted. 
1 8 5 God will fo do his work. as that we all 
fe 45 ours likewiſe ; for God's working in 
us to will and do, Ae of Luperſe- | . 
3 The: 22 of our own endeavours, 
1pture as a motive and en- 
to make us work out our 
5 „ ow with fear and trembling.” 
5 - Prayer: is not only an acknowledgement „ 
dur dependence upon God for the things 
we alk, but it likewiſe imports a reſolution 
on our part, to uſe all proper means for 5 
taining them; and the vigour of our 'en- 
deavours is the beſt proof of our ſincerity. 
Should a perſon who is juſt now praying, 
Lead me not into temptation,” riſe im- 
maediately from his knees, and 80 forth to 
invite, or even to meet a temptation, who 
could believe that ſuch a man was in ear- 
neſt? Let us be doing, and then we may, : 
with greater confidence, oth aſk the di- 
vine aid, and hope to vo it If, in a 
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Mit / HE dente at. 0 wicked is an 
e abomination to the Lord; but the 


« 1 of 115 upright. is hie 3-594 1. 5 
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principally e if chat be wrong, ex- 


ternal homage is only « vain oblation, 


| which can never afcend to his throne — 
acceptance. Happy were it for us, had we 5 


a juſt impreſſion of this intereſting truth; 


but many, alas! are too apt to impoſe up- 
On themſelves. Inſtead of aſpiring te that 


inward purity which is neceſſary to qua- 


lify them for communion with God, they 


ſeem to have no higher aim, than to lull 
| conſtience r by the . of ſome 


OP 


„e AL” wr, 


mat ſhould ee Gent OR | 
; —_ da zorrors of approaching judge- 
Thus they dream of ſafety, when 
derade in La aging: upon them; 
48 0 ne  Toanuangh, 
"Gon e nee N of lies, which, 
ere long, ſhall be tumbled down, and bury 
them in its ruins. For awakening ſuch 
| perſons. from cheir fatal ſecurity, IL have 
choſen this paſſage of Holy Scripture, 
wherein the Apoſtle gives us a part of che 
cherer of. duceiving hypacrites, 
her, indeed, a comprehenſire deſtription 
of them in few words: They Baue 3 e Sh 
of i godlingſe, but deny "the power thereof = 
Their religion is a mere carcaſs, a body 
withaut the ſoul, a lifeleſs picture or image 
of godlineßz they aſſume the garb and air 
"66 e bur are ſtrangers, nay, enemies, 
to the thing itſelf. — That the ener 
2 may be ©: profitable for doc 
for reproof, for correction, and for in 
ſtruction in denen Tasha in 
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* none 
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ly, in the 


the giving N 
nd ſome vacant portions 
| bulk of both is alie- 
; „ to . 

a God, who. 16 univerſal Lord, eee 


earth thar I deſire beſides thee. 
We are not. godly, whatever we piafaſe: a . 
ſeem, if, in our moſt deliberate and affec- 
tionate choice, we do not prefer the one true 
and the enjoyment of bits ou c 
Ubthapiean! be found thi 
extent of his works; if we make nor his will 
che meaſure of ours, his law the ſover 
guide of our conduct, and his glory.che | 
mate end of our c 


wiſdom, in power, and in goodneſs ;/ 5 

that only is godlinefs which reveres and nad 
and incommunicable character. nnn 
piety expreſſeth itſelf thus: Whom have 1 
5 heaven but thee, O Lord? there Na 
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yy God Hh our eye: it is the office of love to 
enthrone him in our heart. | 

tiouſly | avoids whatever may offend: love 

yields a prompt. and liberal ſer vice. Fear 

Zod as a witneſs and judge: love 
cleaves to him as a friend, nay a father. 
Fear maketh us watchful and circumſpect: 

. love renders us active and reſolute.— In 

- hore, they go hand in hand, and mutually 

_ affiſt each other: Love keeps fear from be- 

ing ſervile and diſtruſtful; and frar keeps | 


5 Fear cau- 


love from being forward and ſecure: 


8 n ee from one root, namely, Faith in 2 
God, as a being poſſeſſed of infinite perfec- - 
| tion, "i; related to us as our Creator and 


1 our Redeemer, and our judge. 


. diſtinguiſheth true goalingſ from 
every counterfeit, or falſe. appearance of it. 
— The: + ſeeming religiouſneſs of the fars 5 
2 ; 21 . 1 . : 
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m; 0 10 either We upon the 
_ ork without any regard to God at all, 
or elſe it flows entirely from a ORE 
tear of future wrath: in his heart there a 
an averſion from God and his ſervice; „ 
the very time he is profeſſing to honour 
him with his body; reluctant, and heſi 
tating at every ſtep, he Proccede no farther 
in the road of duty, than he thinks may 
ſuffice to eſcape damnution he doth more 
dan he would do, were he not forced by 
neceſliey and if left to his own choice, he 
would rather live at large like the beaſts 
chat NN and render * . to God. 
ar All. JJV 5 
4 Sead. The . of ee 


8 4 the conqueſt of our corrupt and rebel 


Bous paſſions. Theſe indeed ſtill live and 


7 fight within us; and will continue to do 


&, in one degree or other, till death pull 
down theſe eqrthly tabernacles: but if we 
iy ſanctiged, cheir ſtrength ſhal 


e anguiſh; and decay: victory is 
ſowen in that new nature we have got; for 


„ whatſoever-is born of God overcometh 
« the world: jeſus our Lord Hall ere 
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3 alelinor- oY from; xl ain of: this 
N 2 « death, and the God of peace ſhall in due 
« time bruiſe Satan underneath our feet,” 
Whöereae che formaliſt is altogether 
- a corruption prevails Again reaſon 
and conſcience ; the: fleſh gives law; and 
every faculty of che mind. every member 
of the body, is a willing ſlave to its. uſurp- 
ed authority. Perhaps he has cunning 
enough “ to waſh the outſide; to refrain 
ou thoſe fins which would ſtain bis: re- 
and render him | contemptible in 
n of the world: But all the while 
he feels no hatred of ſin in his heart; his 
3 - conformity to the law doth not flow from 
an inward principle of holineſe, but is 
purely an artificial thing, calculated 40 
pleaſe others; and he cares for ag more of | 


enen nente 
ad ſoul. wah 4 . holy. indifference. to all : 
- earthly. things. The godly man is one 3 
1 treaſure is in heaven: he: bath ſeen 4 
through the deceit and vanity of this ” 
| | world, and therefore eſteeme At but droſs Y 
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| chings (earn; be 16 haſtening to the pro- 
miſed land of reſt, and will not eagerly 
. contend for an inheritance. in chin wilder 
neſs, nor be greatly dejected when it is ei- 
cher with-held or taken from Him. Faith ' 
hath ſo far annihilated this world, that It is 
x me as nothing in his eye and hath ns 
bribe to offer, that is ſufficient: to ſeduces 
him from the ſervice of his God, or the 
care of hid precious and immortal ſoul. 
This holy indifference to earthly. things, 5 
| this divine elevation of ſentiment and afs 
fection, i is an eminent part of the 'godly_ x 
man's character, and one of the moſt ſtri- 
king effects of the power of religion in his 
heart. ———The Formali ft may, no doubt, 
put on the appearance of this, he, too, 
may talk of his contempt of the world. 
but when a trying time comes, his hypo- | 
criſy and earthly-mindedneſs will ſoon di. 
cover themſelves: * Demas hath forſaken : 
me, - (ſaid Paul), having loved this pre- 
4 ſent world.” Affliction, and eſpecially 
| perſecution for the fake of Chriſt, makes a 
"= and viſible diſtinction betwirt the 
| 7 n . truth 


| 1 5 religion 1 nor can any cg | 
ſupport the ſufferer! but What he firmly be- 


| part: with many leſſer = 0A but wh 


_ wiſhed to haye in reverſion, When he could 
Z rep his. hold. of this earth n longer. 13 


T, 4s a teſt dich the: fort Gali ed 


25 ſand: che e jr 45 — 4 


lieves and feels in his heart. de- unſo 4 
profeſſor, may look big for 4 while, and 


atters-ate- brought to this criſis, * Sell all 
« that thou haſt” and take up the croſs;“ 


| renounce every preſent ſenſible enjoyment "a 
for the "ſake of diſtant inviſible bleſſings; 


then be muſt chrom afide the maſk, and 
gonfeſs that the world. is ſupreme: in his 
heart, and chat heaven was never valued 
by him but as; a ſecondary good, which he 


* * 


Tf ourthly,” The ſoul - that is under the 


| 3 of godlineſs hath a vehement thirſt 


after the enjoyment; of God himſelf. -It is 
Fad, in ig whom the Boy's man oo 
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- communion with Kinky; or to n from. 
bim freſh. ſupplies of grace, for cleanſing 


en 28 and comforting his ſoul. 
Theſe are to him like the tree into which 


A uacchens elimbed up chat he might ſee Je- 
ſus: and he uſeth them only for that end. 
— to the ſan 


vary? it is, that 
« he may behold the beauty of the Lord, 
“and inquire in his temple. Doth he ap- 
breach the altar? it is, that he n meet 


6 „ 


God his exceeding joy. As the 


« hart panteth for the brooks 5 water, ſo 
1 45 pants his thirſty longing: ſoul for God, 


even the living God; and he alrays 


5 Brad <« the light of his countenance 5 
„ the greateſt increaſe . of corn and of wine, 
I or whatever elſe this earth can afford. 


Now the formaliſt is an utter ſtranger to 


cheſe exerciſes of the heart: he feels no 
2 anxiety after communion with God: he. 
prays, but never troubles himſelf with in- 
quiring if his prayer is accepted; he goes 
to church, not that he may wait upon God, 
or receive ſpiritual nouriſhment from tlie 
word preached; but merely to gratify his 
eee, and to get ſome addition to his 
%%% ͤ ͤ ͤ K- 


f * 


Boe 


5 3 lo ark e is not 

variety and change In ſhort, 

the duties of religious rorſhip N 
taſk impoſed upon him by an arbitrary ma- 

ſter, who is 00 ſtrong for him to contend 
wich; and therefore he performs them for 

huis o.] n ſafety, and is always glad when 

they are over, and thinks that God hath no- 
ching more to require at his hand. 


3 the dete bread wen life's; he loahs wy 


Once more, in the eb place, "The power 


of. godlineſs.: is | manifeſted by a ſtedfaſt 
courſe of holy living, by an uniform and 
unreſerved obedience to all God's com- 


+ 
Aal! 


ments. I obſerved, in the entrance, 


chat godlineſs is the ſubjection or devoted 
neſs of the ſoul to God himſelf: and in 
vain do we pretend ta this, if we object 


againſt any of his laws; for the 


i 


1 James bath aſſured us, that whoſoever 
. ſhall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
jn one point, he is guilty of all.“ 

is not the calling Chriſt Lord, Lord, but 
: Ne * the IE the . which he ſays,” that 


provetn 


I Fair this opinion to his inclination, by 


8 K R ; 


in this the children of God are manifeſt, 
; 10 and che children of the devil. _ rel 
doeth not righteouſneſt, is not of God.“ 


— 


e may go 2 confiderable : length in an 
outward reformation of manners; be may 
e from pollutions of the groſſer · kind, 
and even do many things that are material- 


iy good! but ſtill he hath his exceptions: 


ſome ſins are ſo dear to him, that he will 
by no means conſent to part with chem; 


and ſome duties are ſo diſpleaſing to the 


Wu. that he cannot be reconciled to them 
e: he therefore endeavours, either 


perſuading himſelf that they are no duties; 


or, if the evidence of their authority is too 


b a ſtrong to be eva 2 ded, he may attempt to do 


ſomething like them in à cold and ſuper- - 


” ficial- manner; but the things themſelves 


he will not do. Whereas the godly man | . 


& efteems all God's commandments con- 


. cerning all things to be right, and hates, 


with a perfect hatred, every falſe and 


4 nn way. This 16 che HR lan- 
guage 


1 proreth us to be — indeed: „ven 


* The formaliſt, as Þ have already adit: - 


TS 


* 


\ 


5 eee heart, be acceptable in thy fight, 


r tin art che God of eee 10 4 
10 do I wait all the day. What I know . 
not, teach / thou me: If I have done ir 


4 quity, I will do ſo no more. 


« -words of my mouth, and eee 


Lord my ſtrength, and my Redeemer.” 
His delight is in the law of his God ;” 


ae inſtead of complaining, that the kia he 


required of him are many or neee 
he rather rejoices, that he is furni 
Pers a variety of means and occaſions of 

teſtifying his gratitude to that amiable Sove - 
reign, to whom he hath devoted himſelf, 
ad his all; Love makes the Redeemer's yoke - 

to feel eaſy, and his burden light; and no- 
ing grieves him ſo much, as that he can- 
not do all that he would, in'acknowledge- 


LIL 


ment of thoſe - manifold ineſtimable: favours - 


he bath n en or m to en- 


joy. SETS IG YE, ? FEE. 
eck is the god n man; ; and after e] "a mai 


\ 


A 
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ner doth godlineſs exert exert its power, « caſting 
down imaginations, and every high thing 


that exalteth. irſelf againſt the knowledge 


nging every thought,” 


HFlere then, let me intreat vous in hs _ 


nous review of what hath been delivered 


upon this branch of the ſubject, to make a 
fair and impartial trial of yourſelyes-. 7 
who knoweth all things, is already SH 
ed with you: each of you muſt very ſoon. be 


2 with himſelf, and all the world 


ſhall know you too: death is at hand to 
open your own eyes, and the laſt judgement 
ſhall publiſh your real character, and expoſe 
it to the view of angels and men; ſo that, 
upon all accounts, it is neceſſary that you 
be early and thoroughly aſſured of your 
condition. If, when weighed in the balance, : 
you are found wanting, you ſhall have this 
advantage by the diſcovery, that it will 

rouſe you from that lethargy, out of which 


the unquenchable fire would at length awa- 
ken you; and powerfully incite you to do 


en for your en, ere it be too late: 
cc God's : 


aa OY full 1 = ; 
| « the obedience of Chriſt.” Fo 


| 
j 
* 7 
17 
| 
1 
| 
i 
1 
; 
! 
, 
1 


e 


„ 8 E R M0 * av. 


$7 «ſave; neither is his ear heav =P itccati- 
ndt hear,“ Thie Lord Jeſus is" Kill” s 
mighty as” ever, to Have to the uttermoſt 


5 you” F y he ü 


. ende 


Fe * * * * 
5 ned aa; 2 = „ 


God's arm is not 


0 come unto God by him; and 


75 | there is nothing that puts you To far out of 
te Toad of his "ihercy; as ſelfde 
|  prefurnption do. Let your caſe be ever ſo 


reit and 


bad; yet, if you are truly ſenfitile of it, and 


apply 6 ie hien for relief, you ſhall find bim, 
cee e ee 


nvites vou to come to him 
in the mildeſt terms of condeſcenſion and 


grade; u Come unto me; all ye that labour 


and are heavy laden, and I will give youũẽ 
4 reſt.” 80 that the moſt compaſſionate 


and friendly-office that a miniſter of the goſ-⸗ 
pel can perfor 
 Joudly-and” repeatedly, '* to examine and 
prove their ownſelves,” that from an a- 35 
larming ſenſe of danger, they may be com- 
pelled, by a happy neceſſity, to flee for refuge 


m, is to call upon ſinners 


to that Almighty Saviour, who alone can de- 
| Ever them from che wrath to come. This 


indeed is the principal aim of my diſcoutſe; 3 
. I bare! furniſh, cters 


* with ſeveral cha 


zz 


15 


£5 


8K A * o 


of ve llinets;: e W 

y. diſcover. whether you are poſſeſſed: of 
10. Theſe I now leave with you, 
chat every. man's conſcience may apply them 
ta himſelf in particular, and pronounce ſen- 
wd according to the evidence it may find; 


— and ſhall e to _— en briefs. 
I, in be e CPE - 2+: 1s 1 


1 Second . V] | 
deny the power of god 
to een. a; eee * form 0 


it 72 : 4 FER by” 155 is ; 


Wich reſp to B eit oy os ſaid, 
chat they appear in the form of godlineſ by 
mere accident ; becauſe it happens to be in 
repute among thoſe with whom they con- 
verſe. They go to church, purely becauſe 
others do it; they ohſerve an outward © 
decorum of manners, to avoid ſingularity, 
and walk the cuſtomary round of duties 
from a natural timidity, or perhaps civi „ 
of temper, which will not ſuffer them to 
do any thing that ene 
ive to their friends or neighbours. Of this 
bort, ne . 

Chriſtian 


: i in, chat any who | 


a 


- 


! 


Chriſtian 8 they want bold 
Perhaps, invention, to become origin 


| comply. with che N prevailing F eee and 
bave no other rule of life but this —4 


convenient one, to be always in faſhion, 


me to do what: others ; are e around 
a... | 
— Ambition PIG 1 as. nc 
 urcs. of formality. Men have fſagacity 
enough to diſcover that reputation is power; 
pay” that the more a perſon 1s eſteemed; 
dhe greater authority and influence he will 
bave: 'E and therefore, when religion is in 8 
credit, the greateſt enemies to the power of 


godlineſs often betake themſelves to its out- 


ward form, which they employ as a ladder 
for helping them to climb into a higher 
place, where, with greater eaſe, they may 
poſſeſs the means of ane eee. 
"nk laſt of. domination. Kae PET 143 
Ieer ſometimes 20 ce e too, chat coves. 

fs, or the love of money, hath. 


pos 


— Hand in e e mY 
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aca F formaliſs in 2 dle © church: 5 


They faſted 


übounded in ren a in r bo- 


diy auſterities: but our Saviour | hath; af 


n 


ſured us, that they did all “ to be ſeen 


4 of men.“ They were mere pretentlers 
to devotion; they lived by that craft, and 
uſed the forms of religion merely as an 
engine for drawing the eſtates of widows 


and orphans into their own. hands, that, 


under the truſt of managing them for 
their behoof, they might the more ae, 


and ee enrich e at me. 


The two; aſt are Page 1 
40 know, or at leaſt who may know, 
that they are hypocrites; ſtrangers, nay, e- 
nemies to the power of that godlineſs which 


5 they Ry; 1 to > eſteem e ho- 


naur. t 

Maps api are. PERS e 1 chi” the, 
Fe of religion to quiet and pacify a na- 
tural conſcience; and do ſo many things, 
0: in appearance at * they are not 


1 Z 


A 


4 ; 


| * = mm 1o their well being muſt 


TCeernaliy miſerable, cherefore 


| Poſſeſs. © To "remedy this, they advance 1 
a few ſteps in the ways of godlineſs, and £ 


| Aft with 2 worldly proſperity and plea- 


8 E * * o 1v. 155 


A * Gat bat a they 
rof 2 dere not N 


+14 vote chal \ being de ders - 


wholly er upon his favcur; and te 
velatior proclaims, in the ſtrongeſt terms; 


| - that "without holineſs no man ſhall fee - God, 
| Hons. they ſee, that a groſaly wicked and 


profligate courſe of life, would at once cut 


them off from all hope of happineſs; and i 
as they cannot bear the thoughts of being 2 The 


muſt be done, in the mean time, to keep the ; 


- garriſnin peace. Were they preſently to 5 
4 conclude themſelves in a ſtate of condems | 
nation, their ſenſual enjoyments would im- 
mediately loſe their reliſh, and the proſpect » 
of future approaching vengeance would 15 

embitter and poiſon every coinfort they „ 8 


frame @ religion for themſelves, compoſed p 2 
of as much truth and duty às may con- oF 


i * it leaves them ſuſfi- 
„„ cient 


ir luſ iſt hor hae as; 1 they 

chiefly covetʒ and they chooſe uo more d 6 

religion chan ſerves that purpoſmee. © 

Thus have F endeavoured to e. mhenee 3 > 
it is, that men who; deny: the povrer of 2 
lineſs ſubmit to the drudgery of maintain- 
ing the form thereof. Some do it to im- 4 

© poſe: upon the world, that they x a gratify, 

ö Ss their ambitious or covetous deſires; 
thers do it to impoſe upon chemſelves, chat 1 
they may not be. tormented before the 
ante X 1 755 fi My 6246 ROY 8 0 OH A1 N Hg >: # 

And now, let me addreſs: my dikours. 1 ol 

. to⸗ thoſe Who, from what they have Beard, py, 
are in ſome meaſure convinced that they FE 

| EDS the perſons deſeribed in this paſſage. — 

5 3 How long, 0 64 ſons. of men, will © 

S RR loye vanity How long will Je, 

15 ſpend your money For: that v which is not. 
bread, and your labour for chat which 
0 cannot profit vou? Ho long will you 


* 


court the deg wing ſhadow of. godlineſs, 
: 2 | 5 ö ; — 5 


8 So "is pit. Th e 


all the trouble of appearing religious, and 


; taſte none, of the comforts. that religion af- 


_ Fords; ; endure all che fatigue of acting 


by yielding to the power of godli- 


-nefs, you might, with le labour, and infi- 
mite delight, | become the very perious you 


feign yourſelves to be. When you, reject 
the truck. and reality of gedlingi, how. can 
| y adhere to the form of it? Or, 


9 you go the length of being very punc- 


tual 5 in the externals of religion, why do you 


not go a little farther, and ſtudy to be really 


and inwardly what you n, pre feb, 
and would ſeem to be? n 


Is it che praiſe of 3 you we? 


This at beſt is but an empty fading thing; 


neither can you be ſure of attaining it. At 


any rate, che foundation of it ſhall be taken 
. at the final judgement, when every dif- 


. thall be ſtripped off, and the hidden ö 


Eal's puniſhment is- your choice; you feed 
upon huſks,' when there is bread. enough in 
; your Father's houſe; and to ſpare; you take 


5 conſtrained artificial part before men, 


RS: 
* by -; 
* 
x * 
. 
— 
1 
; 
e Y 
* 
15 


SERMON. 


even before you leave this world; ſo that, as 


" written, Fob xxvii. 23. Men ſhall clap 


their bands at you, and hiſs' you out of 


09": . 


after all, What is the hope of the hypo- 


- crite though he hath gained; when the 
4 Lord taketh away his ſoul ? Can rhe 
4 ruſh grow up vi 


ithout mire? can the flag 
grow without water? While it is yet in 
its greenneia, and not cut down, it wither- 


eth before any other herb. 80 are” the 
paths of all that forget God, and the hy- 
Mk. pocrite's hope ſhall periſh” whoſe' hope 


« ſhall be cut off, and whoſe truſt ſhall be 


* e web. He mall lean upon his 


r ß houſe, 


orks of darkneſs alt be Werber n 
Nay, God may detect your baſe hypoerify 


Ils it riches you ſeek- by 
iouſneſs ? In this likewiſe 
| you may be diſappointed, / according / to that 
other threatening denounced againſt the hy- 
pocrite, Job! xxvii. 16. Though be heap. 
"Ws up filver as the duſt, and prepare” raiment 
as the clay; he may prepare it, but the 
2 juſt ſhall put it on, and the innocent ſhall 
divide the filver.” Beſides, © Riches pro- 
4 fit not in the day of God's wrath : And, 


1 
ö 


<a. 8 ' * M © 0 * . 


8 but it chall not N he ſhall : 
1 hold it faſt, but it ſhall not endure: And, 


85 ths 1 paint, is 0 
rowed beauty, which wa melt away when 1 
you draw near the fire: and however you | 
5 may mou! hope, while: 9 the threaten- 3 


* 


« bout, 


is that hope, which ſhall 


Oh! how vai 


* periſh” at the very time when enjoyment 
8 i apecked ge awakened then, ye ſelf-de- 
d know that your formality, like 

ly a falſe and bor- 


be aſſured that you hall not 


2 be Able to top when under the execution of 
b 155 deſpair ſhall then become eſſential to : 


fery;—— -My brethren, à dream fo 
ent, ſo momentary, is not worth the 


© Having: for the Lord's ſake, denz awake in 
time, repent unfeignec 
criſy, and. give no ſleep to your eyes, nor 
5 ſlumber to your eye-lids,” till your ſouls 
. acquainted. with the power of godlineſs, 
chat you may ha 
. > upon: than delaſive forr 


Vi ſomething better to lean 


e Apt, enen * 0 Al. 


F OE. 4 


My of your paſt hypo- 


0 16% When all. earthly 

Mall ſlide from beneath you: = O ſeek | 

an en ene dete Land s 
* een bim while he is ee Hom > | 


ad 


FS. 4 


8 


, godlineſi.—— 
_ a great deal to ſay againſt OY 3 _ 3. 
much has been ſaid to expoſe. chem i in ? As 8 
1 courſe of this ſer mon; and now you exult . 
in the thought, that ſuch à hate 
0 mination cannot be applied to yqu 
are not godly, yet ſurely yo are honeſt 6 
for vu do not b to os, godly; — 
r boaſted: 


JC d 0 > 


and deſtroys his own ſoul, yet, by his fail 
outſide, and perhaps by the exerciſe. of his 
gifts, he may recominend religion to the 


— w i 0 8 . . 
$$ 
* 
a * 


4 
2 


haps too you are very well pleaf 


ul deno- 
z if vou 


een, 3 in Ls. mean, a time, it e your 


ſerious conſideration, that, by your own. 


confeſſion, you are in great meaſure uſeleſs 


in the world; as you contribute nothing 
| either to the glory of God, or to the enen 
- improvement of your brethren around you. 
—Now, here the formaliſt -hath plainly the 


advantage of vou: for though he neglects 


eſteem, and choice of others; like the ſign- 


5 poſt, which, though it hath its ſtation with- 
0 Ante HANES: -nevertheleſs - 


ma K 17 che door to 
I 7.9 5 ſtrangers, 


8 * 4 MO N . 1 133 


© whom: this ſubject leads me to o ſpeak ; $4 thoſe; 
I mean, who have not ſo much as the form. = 
Jou, I doubt not, have got 


* 
j 


R "+ 7 . . 3 a 
4 1 2 4 o 's 
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SERMON W. 


: : : nge | {iris them into the hou „ 15 
: whereas you neither enter in in yourſelves, nor 
| give any aſfiſtance"to ot ; but, on the 


ntrary, do much to iſivarnge and n = þ 
. — But honeſty; you ſay, is the 
n yon chiefly value, and you are 
that your claim to that is un- 
le. —— Not ſo unqueſtionable as 
you imagine. As you do not profeſs i a 
1 ere eee eee e . 
knowledge the being of a God ; and as o MW _ 
Is 8 = | have not publicly renounced your baptiſm, 5 
1 n ONE e ee for Chriſtians: | 5 
| P 
1 ol the "contrary, would you not exclaim 
againſt that man as a cenſorious "malevolent : 
| hypocrite, who ſhould venture to hint the 
remoteſt ſuſpicion of 4 kind And now K 
wherein doth your honeſty he? You would 0 | 
be chought to love Ged, yet you live in open N 
| - eontempt of his authority, while you wit - 
bold chat worſhip and homage which are 
Aue to him: Is this honeſt f ?=—You-call 
3 e ians, yet y u practically re- 
3 the inflitutions* of Chriſt . caſt his | 
-=_— ee ĩ . ĩ ĩ + wot 


nh 
*. a 


OY 


s 


I 
| » 8 

1 \ >, U 

| - g : 


— 


e . comm 


© Suck: . e de he: — ls one 
thing, and to do the contrary This, I ap». | 


| prehend, i 1s eee e hypocriſy: ſu 


yo are not commonly 3 wich char 
_ opprobrious: date: | The difference 
you lies chiefly in this: The formabſt is a 
ſort of baſhful hypocrite. - who, becauſe he 
cannot deny che debt, makes a ſhew of pay- 
ing part, and would be thought to pay the 
whole: whereas the profane inner; 'who re- 
tains the appellat of Gbriſiaa, though he 
pays no part of what he acknowledgeth to 
be due, would nevertheleſs be reputed an 
honeſt man; and therefore he too e 
crite as well as the other, Wg as eee 
and wich much leſs aan Otter 
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"ou SHALL conthate abe hi Gd with a few 
| advices; for the help of thoſe who are aim» 
_ ing/atreal- godlineſs, and would not mor de- 
ceived with names and counterftits:. 8 

Le Kar religion, then, my dear friends, 
f os of 1 be 


\ 
Fay 
* 
— 
18 
1 
ay 
* 
* 
i 
Þ 


. 
pf 


RY 


er reckon that! you are poſſeſſed of it, fo 


16 1 i 6 1 l : 


8 E R M0 N 
pally ſeated in the Ms ada; ne- 


n as it lodges, merely in the underſtand- 


Par Fvap and we neither ee nor believe 
to any good purpoſe; unleſs our knowledge 
and faith influence our practice, and make 
us bene better men. ge ſure to live 
upon the great fundamentals of religion, and 
Fo not you attention to theſe he di verted 
by an intemperate zeal about leſſer things. 
Place not your religion in diſputa ble points 

and ineffectual opi nions, but in thoſę weigh- 
tonal whe TOs W and eee Which | 


: hat } PE all the is kn 


nenen are better agreed than 

monly apprehended..—— Chooſe God 
for eee and felicity; beware of 
thinking, that any thing beſides himſelf is 
Nr ge to make you happy; ; and live 


daily upon Chr iſt Jeſus, as the only Media- 


1 d you can either have acceſs to 
So, or acceptance with him. Indulge 


no ſin; plead for no- infirmity'; but make it 
20 12885 buſineſs of TOY Ives, to 6 mor- 
4 LO | | . 7” ts | 


SERMON W. 
. call "hw deeds of the body,” and to 


4 crucify the fleſh with its affections and 


luſts. — Walk continually as in the ſight 
of a holy, juſt, and heart-ſearching God; 
and ſtudy to be the ſame in ſecret that you 


' wiſh to appear in public. Reſt not in a 


low degree of holineſs, but love, and long, 


1 4 and ſtrive. for the higheſt. — And for theſe - 


purpoſes, pray without ceaſing for thoſe pro- 
miſed influences of divine grace, which a- 

lone can heal your diſeaſed natures, and car- 
ry you forward from one degree of holineſs 
to another, till; being ripened for glory, an an 
entrance ſhall in due time be miniſtered, un- 


5 to you abundantly into the everlaſting king- | 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


To. whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit, be glory and honour, dominion and 
1 5 e Wn for ever and ever. ae, 1 
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ks wks! 40 Ach chapter relates = 


micht the Meſſiah, is ſo 5 — 


SE 43 


. We _ that 1 need not f 


. $4 


o 5 Vl > Wer life 
| a a you Artis ar atte ention, cannot | 5 
= ® il to Have remarked the exact accomplift 1 
ment of at part of the prophecy Wich 
. have choſen for th "ſubject of the fol 7 
| lowing diſcourſe —+ Chriſt came unto 
„ his own, but bis own received him To 
4 not.” The learned, the rich, and the „ 
| mighty among the Jews, were almoſt uni- 
5 verſally combined againſt him; ; the moſt 
- oppoſite parties, the Phariſees and the Sad. 
5 ducces, united their endeavours to —_ 


a. 


demned by che ſapreme countil of the na- 
tion as an impoſtor and blaſphemer; nay, 
che whole body ef the people diſowned him 
in the moſt public and contemptuous man- 
ner before Pontius Pilate the Roman gover-. 

| nor, crying out as with one voice, Away ; 
* with him, away with him! crucify him, 


 crucify him! !'” Thus was he deſpiſed and _ 
rejected of men, in the days of his humilia- | 


tion, to which . PT ee immediate 

. refers. ; 
But as 7 0 are not PU only bend 

chargeable with this crime; as Chriſt hath 


been, and tt is, deſpiſed: and” r rejefted by 


many, even by wany of thoſe who were 


baptized into his church, and are called by 
his name; we may be allowed to conſider 
the prediction in my text, as reaching be- 
 yond the time of our Saviour's abode on 
this earth, 'and looking forward to all that _ 
injurious contempt, which, in after ages, 
. ſhould be caſt upon che bleſſed Jeſus, by 
pretended. friends,” as wal as heh * and 
Feen | enemies. Fog, eee e 

708 this largo extent 1 tal at preſet 


= 


— 2 


che liberty to A Ai ins; yponsitheld zords, 
"Mw; hy en 0606 To ſhow in er 
reſpects 3 it may ſtill be ſaid that me 
1 rect the Saviour 3 and, —/eton 


"To: 


After which, 1 ſhall. lay hefore vou the 
heinous nature c 
ee proper eee 015 the 


e F 
IG , Tag 88 e it 9 
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Li with [ſhowing in what reſpects. 


it may ſtill be laid that Chrift is. 45 92 ſed and | 


bh 9-06, of men. 0 % 1 2791 5 a8 1150) 


Trtus it is, chat his Slorious perſon is 1 
more expoſed to the outrage of men. Thar 


body which . 5 ſcourged,! » *.buffetec : 
«.ſpit.upon,”, and © crucit 


_ ſhipped: with the moſt lowly, reverence by 


all the heavenly hoſt. But yet there are 
1 other, and no leſs criminal, - reſpects, 
in which he is ſtill deſpiſed and irgefted of 
many. I ſpeak not here of: thoſe bap- 


ww infidels,: * e 8 deny the Lord 
7 ( - that 


«87 4 9 
ba 3 3 


inquire whence it is that they de this 


0 1 their guilt; and direct 5 


0 — 


| is far 25 > 
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as the means of acquiring knowledge are 


fo eaſy, and the opportunities of receiving 


inſtruction ſo frequent, i it muſt be owing to 
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the ſceptre of his grace, "ſhall be 1 2 
3 bag bis rod = iron, in chat day, 


EET? 


: 0 + wu 


"His mi Tp — ag: in ES” fire, to take 
vengeance Upon thoſe who knew not God, 
and obeyed not this goſpel which we now 
| preach. to you —And yet, in, the face of all 
jp theſe declarations,” you proudly fay, by your 
condu ct, We 8 5 not have this man o 
. reign over us; we neither fear his power, 
nor court his grace, but are derermined t to 
band on our own defence. e 
Such, my brethren, is the malignity of 
your ſin: it includes the blackeſt ingrati- 
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tempt, nay, an open. 3 of the omni | 


potent God; _ reje ing bis offered merey, 
and daring him to. execute all the rigour of 


Fe £4 1 38 


bis juſ ſtice . g do not mean, 


# 


. ;.T rather ſuppoſe, that you are ſtartled 
when you h hear it mentioned, and are ar are ready 


to reply as Hazel did t to Eliſha, « Is 995 5 


* 


rene a dag, chat he ſhould, do ele 
3 8 . 0 be alſured, all I have now 


4 


21 


made good 2 againſt you at laſt, 


75 


K. f you  continpe. to deſpiſe =, reject. the Sar : 


viour: and the greateſt mercy, that can be- 


Wy, in the mean time, is, to get tho ſe 5 


char you. may ſee | and abhor your guilt in 
this matter. Ne be exhorted, then, delibe- 
e to weigh. the. repreſentation | I have 
Siren you! and chink vrhat muſt become of 
vou, 1 you go. out of this world, with . 
a dreadful load of 1 as L have epdeayour 

ed to deſcribe. 0 1 


ITEM 


By this. time you. myſt all . your con- 


1 which Satan hath fo long cloſed, 


cern in this ſubject, 1 have told vou, t that 


it is poſſible, eyen among ſuch as you, who 
I. 5 e inances, and e a be. 


* 3 
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; | ne 
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„ that Jeu ar 
at preſent conſciqus/ of this complicated i m- 
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28 on 5 Chriſt + to, nd Aller, and 

| . of Bim: | have mentioned ſundry 
inſtances of contempt, which perſons, Who | 
are neither Jews nor infidels, but Wh „„ 


NOS CE 


and even think themſelves, the diſciples of 
Jeſus, may be guilty of; and vou have juſt | 
no heard the heinous nature, and the high 
aggravations, of this fin; ſo that, vou ſee, | 
they are no trivial matters I have been tal- 
ing of, but matters which infinitely concern, | 
the whole Chriſtian world, and jourlelyes., in 
| particular. ——1 now come to point out the 
improvement, which 1 humbly with, and 
_ fervently pray, that every one of you, my 
dear friends and e would MPS of 
= this tab 


7 


T 
„ 1 3 4 0 * > 4 F 
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5 1 532 you, 1 as hy belt and | 

78 moſt neceſſary improvement of all that” you | 

have heard, to enter immediately. into your 
own hearts, and make an impartial inquiry 

0 into your: eſteem of Aria, according. to 
the marks 1 formerly gave you. © beware | 
of ſelf-deceit in this trial !—You may weep | 
at the hiſtory of his ſufferings, when you 


read, or hear bow, Mane Lo Nh was treated 1 
f 1 


5 4 4 


- { . | 
4 


e EAON v. : 
ip the "Jews; Tha” yet you may 5010 bin. 


; 2 Lou may feel. ſome emotiori s of gratitude 7 
and joy, when you hear of the greatneſs of 
| his love, and the value of his purchaſe,” and 
- You may, 
undder alarms of conſcience, feel ſtrong de- 
fires "after bim to "fave" you. from the wrath 
of God. and, after all, be heart enemies to -1 
bim. Nay, you may be zealous Teprovers' 15 


1 periſh for al 22 Jes ing him, = 


of ae for deſpiſing Chriſt, and paint the 


deformity of this fin in ſtronger colours than 


I have bee 
have no better evidence for proying your 


ceſteem of him, — your, preſent” ruſt is no 
1 better than the ſpider's web, and your 

1 = hope, 1 in the time of your greateſt 

9 ſhall be as the giving up of the ghoſt.” In 

„ , your eſteem of Chriſt muſt be greater 

8 than! your. eſteem of all the profits, and plea- | 
1 ſures, and honours, of this world; and vou 

muſt manifeſt this & 

. ceptance of him, 
5 bim; otherwiſe you ſhall be condemned at 
mit as perſons who have ds ae ag and Fejeated 

15 this great Redeemer. - i re MA. $3 71 

hi live T held up the 
„ . 


need, . 


cem, by a cordial ac- 
nd an entire ſubjection to 


N my brethren, 


— * 
r = 1 be: we 


n able to do ;—but, alas! if y 
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1 Fo hay Shen 1 true bieter; 1 1E. 
: = have attefided, and ſuffered conſtiente 
; ts do its office, ſoine of you, T am perſuadecl, 
mutt be convinced, that you are the perſons” 
" BU who have hitherto def iſed an rejefted the 
Saviour; and therefore it is time for me to 
alk, What is your preſent reſolution? Is this | 
a ſtate to be continued in? Would any of you,” 
if left to your own choice, be willing to be 
found in this condition at lat - grethren, i 
dle is 4 ſerious. queſtion, ant vught not to 
be fightty palſed over: The Lord 2 row | 
- Mt upon yo for an anſwer ; but re- 
member, that ere long you mult wait upen 
Fim for a doom: As therefore you would be 0 
found of him in peace, come now to a ſpeedy * 
and firm determination. Tou have deſpiſe d 
Him too Tong already; ; 0 do flot add this far- 5 
| ther inſtarice of contempr, to heſitate, while | 
Inos plead with you, Whether or nd you | 
| ſhould this moment” renounce all his compe- 6 
titors, and give him the chief room in your 
hearts. May 1 hope you are reſolved ? Hap- 
Py you, thrice . happy, if you be ſo! Now - 3 
you begin to live, your former unworthy : 
Vor. lö;ð— pv] ſ 8 


— 


| nen that! all he: POST, : 8 thas | | 


ED compaſſionate Redeemer, who, procured ſpa- 
ring mercy. for. you even when. you deſpiſed : 
him, and, by bis gracious interpoſition, hath. 
= kept vou alive till this hour, will not reject 
your penitent believing ſouls, but will ae- L 
_ cept your eſteem. and love, though late; and, 
© iy, detern, will beſtow. upon you all the 1 
= enriching . benefits of his purchaſe. But if 3 
any of you ſhall juſtify Four former con- 
. tempt, - and reſolve. to perſiſt in it,—l muſt 
declare the righteous | ſentence of God; and 
I ſhall. do it in the words of John the 'Bap- - 
ol; (Fobn iii. 36.) „ He that believeth not 1 
3 the Son, ſhall not. ſee. life; . but the wr ch Bl ? 
_<of God abideth on him. Let my eoun- = 
FJ 5 85 therefore be acceptable unto you: « Seek. 8 
3 % the Lord while he is yet. to be found, and f. 
. 6 call upon him while he is near. Kiſ 14 
; <> the Son, teſt. he be angry, and ye periſh : 9 
. « from the way: for if once his wrath be . 
« kindled but a little, then ſhall ; it be found 90 
0 that they,” . and they only, are n 3 
« r we 0 in . . f 
ff. 0 woes N 
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© None) we Þ that phe 3 hoes the 


_ law. ſaith, it faith to. them. . who. are under, 7 


3 the law; that, every mouth may be ſtapped, 


and all. the. world Wt become guilty "VS; ; 
ET oo og nee 
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HE gi great En of eve, is: to 
lead men to Chriſt, as the only res 


„ 
— 


Apoſtle therefore, in the two foregoing 


chapters, examines the condition both of 


Gentiles and Feu; ; under which denomi-, 
nations, the whole poſterity. of Adam are, 
included; and proves, by plain undeniable 
facts, that all, without exception, are guilty 
before God, and conſequently, that all 
8 in need of a Saviour. — In the 


„ 


2 verſes 


hae for periſhing ſinners: 25 and becauſe: 
none will value a remedy;,. but. they. who: 
feel their diſeaſe, and wiſh. for health, the. 


£ 


Es 
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e verſes. e RE oreceting' my text, be 
brings ſeveral quotations from the Old- 
5 "Teſtament Writings, which give” Aa ery Z 
ſtrong and melancholy repreſentation of 
_the, corruption and depravity of the hu- 
man kind. But leſt the Jews ſhould al- 
ge that theſe, and other paſſages of the 
ke nature, were only deſcriptive of the Gen- 
SLY tile nations, and could not Juftly be extend- 
ed to them, whom God had choſen from 
the reſt of the world, and ſet apart For 
himſelf as his peculiar inheritance ; he jud- 
ged it proper to remind them, chat the ſa- 


| cred books, from which he had taken the 


above cleſctiption, were primarily addref- £ 
ſed to che Jews, and deſigned for their ite | 


ſtruction and uſe: We hhow, ſays he, that 


_wobat things ore. the Haw Jaith,” it faith to - 


them who are under the law; : confequently 
theſe quotations, which are all expreſsly con- 


: rained in the law, may and ought to be 
conſidered as a. juſt repreſentation of the 
5 fate of thoſe to whom that law or revela- 

; tion was given. And he further adds, that - 
they were inſerted in Scripture for this very 


1 that che 9 1 2 innocence being = 
taken 


We 
” eas! aan 


/ ˙Gö LATE an: 


= 1. 


fore God. From which words, 


1 Learn, in 1 


ders the perſon ſtill more 


; 15 7 8 | 1 ; a 8 yy a 2 5 
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my away FOR the EA” as 8 as from 


Gentiles, every mouth | might be Happed, 
4d thus all the wyorld mi ht becume guilty be-. 
as; they Rand 
connected with the Agel s. N «= @ 


wwe he T 


© if ee, That it is 1 ditkeul 


: 5 bring men to a proper ſenſe and e 
? legen of their guilt, and miſery. 5 


I hope none will be ſo unreaſonable at as 


: to require A” labqured proof of this obſer- 


vation; ; for you will eaſily perceive, that 1 
can have no other witneſſes to produce but 


| ; yourſelves. I affirm, that it is ſo, upon Is 
the authority of Scripture ; and can only ap- 5 
pal to Four own. hearts for the truth of 


les, none will deny this Who 


8 3 5 dy | convinced of their guilt and 
miſery: for this is an eſſential property ef 


real conviction, that the deeper it Wo, it b 


tural hardneſs of his heart; os Hit king 


_ grieves him ſo much, as that he cannot 
grieve more for ſinning againſt God: And 
5 IR who are of an oppoſite character, who 


WV bei 


- a 


„ - Who R 1 O V 5 
boat, « That they are frag and bieten -aſtd | 
* with goods, and ſtanding in need of no- 


i 4 thing;“ fuch perſons,” I fay, prove the 
truth of this obſervation, by demanding a 


proof of it, and are chemſelves Fee e 'of : : 


E 
13 2 9975 


the thing they deny. 


= know it is an eaſy matter to bring men ; 
150 . general acknowledgement,” that "they 


' * A a" * 1 


are finne 
confeſs th s much, who, at the ſame time, 
have a yery good opinion of their ſtate : 
For th ugh 
fa innocence, yet they look upon their 


guilt a8. à ver) 175 trivial ching, and imagine 
that their vices are more than overbalan- 
'virtues they are poſſeſfed of; 


r 


en by t 
7 and thus, being ignorant of God's righ- 
"FE teouſneſs, or of that righteoufneſs which 


is neceſſary to juſtify * inner in the fight 


of God, they go about to eſtabliffi their 
+0 own -'righteouſnehs, - and will not ſub- 
, mit 'theralſelves unto the ga g of 
. God. N 7, Fo "16.311 «4 arg” - © bs © 5 kt . 


Pride is the bereiten diſeaſe of our- na- 1 
Wes we derive it from our firſt parents; 
160 though it is ſubdued in all who are 
. es, 


„ K G wa © 


. Many are ready en nough 8 


they cannot lay claim to per- | 


5 E R M A ; 767 8 


— 


„ yet fill it lives within chem, : 


. 204 is ge the laſt part of the old man 


that dies. Nay, it is apt to grer upon 


the ruin or other fins, as we ſee in that no- 
ted inſtance of the Phariſee, who,” under. 
che ſpecious pretext of thanking God for 

| his Srace, went up into the tem tußle, mere- 


ly. to give vent to his ſelf 1 | 
6 God, ? ſad e thank” the khat 35 
«294 not as cher men are, Seeed, 9 
© unjuft, adulterers; I faſt twice a-week, 
J pay tithes of all chat 1 odeg What 


he ſaid might be true; nay, our Lord 


ſeems plainly to admit that it was ſo: yet 


SL he tells us, that this vain-glorious creature 


carried nothing away with him but his 


ſelf-conceit : he returned to His own houſe — 


Without the bleſſing of God: * For every 
4 cone that exalteth himſelf,” ſhall be abaſed; 


6 whereas he that humbleth e S 5 a 


e he exalted, ori” 


This, my wana, 1s one main vide 


2 the preaching of che "goſpel | hath ſo 


little effect. Could we bring men to a ſenſe 


of their guilr and miſery, they would gladly -, 
- liften to the tidings of a Saviour, But this 
1 difficulc work indeed. We can icarcely 


+: 4 £1 _ perinags 


. _ _ SSR . 19:think | 
himſelf in 2 till God lay his hand up- 


on him, and ſet death before his eyes, 


| Judge, then, how hard a taſk. it muſt be, to 
convince. the more cloſe and reſerved ſinner! 
who probably has got beneath him ſome | 
- "Ir forms of duty, Aon. which he leans, 1 
5 mes that all Hl by 

1 . een, obſerved, ——— no 8 5 | 


. thoſe | 3 treat of the Saviour; they 
can liſten to other ſubjects; but when we 
* * Lewe Chriſt, and of that great ſal- 
vation * which angels deſire to ook inta, 
1 chey db ee attention, and perhaps 
make 2 ſhift to ſleep in their Weng when, 
| God knows, were they aware of the thou- 
x ſandth part of their danger, they auld. and 
it difficult.enough to ſleep on their beds,— 
Did we ee ſee ourſelves in a juſt light, 
uld diveſt, ourſelves, for a little, ot our 
pride e prejudice, till we got one ſerious 
and impartial view of oun natural condition, 
this would render a Saviour fo neceſſary, 
e ne by 6.956 Wl we, had 


ſo taſteleſs to many bearers, as - 


- bern e hives 
* have no aged of che phyſician, but they 


* Aus 1 _ x qo nen mt o 


* = E 5 : * * £3 £7 5 : 23 
8 5 % * | ts 
* 


7 LIFE? EF * 2 F ny erent 9 


et * Thee al men, nba SY 
Vs ena, are guilty before God; and that 
Whoever „. the Scriptures, ef txuth, 


or gives ear to the teſtimonꝝ of his own. 


'— conſcience, may, ſoon; diſcover fuch plain 
ll convincing evidence gf guilt, as is ſufficient 
| ' to, ſtop his, month, and ts render him 

| ſpeechleſs and. ſelf - condemned in che pre- 
ſence of a, juſt. and holy God. . Thie 
Propoſition is perfectly gonſiſtent with the; 
formen: for che diffisuley of bringing en 

do a right, ſenſe and acknowledgement. of 


their guile and miſery, deth not axiſt from 
any want of evidence, but is purely owing 


to their own inattention and pride: the fad 
truth is clear as noon-· day; but tex. Hut 
3 their eyes, and wull not ſee it. 


As the teſtimony, of Scripture: is fall pn 7 


ee ſo the ſhort abſtract contained in 
dhe foregoing verſes, ſpeaks upon this head. 


with _ 


« hex. mo 


„ 8 L N mo Novi 


=_ die SEG Pt lb! peciäbh. ny There 
4 ig none righteous,” no not one: chere is 
: none chat e there is none 
ae after God. They are all 
So: gone out of ks way, an are together 
become unprofitable, there is none that 
e dth good, no not one. Their throat is 
0 an open ſepulehre with their tongues 
they have uſed deceit; the poiſon of aſps 
"IE; under their” lips: 'whoſe' moth” is full 
by yg curſing and bitterneſu. Their feet 
are ſwift to ſhed blood. DeſtruRion and 
{miſery are in their ways: and the way of 
| & peace” have they not known. There is 
e no fear of God before their eyes. And 
— ele things, the Apoſtle informs us, were 
Written, not merely to ſtop che mouths of 
ſonie notorious offenders, Who proclaim 
their fins as Sodom, and hide them not; 
but that every mouth might be flopped, and all. 
_ the world become guilty" before God. Accord- 
ingly,” at the 23d verſe of this chapter, he 
concludes upon the whole evidence in the 
following words: © For all have ſinned, and 
come ſhort of the glory of God.“ 
nn truth bath been Re EE the 
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bb ed eint ſaints that er HAN upon 
earth. 4 Behold, 1 was ſhapen in iniquity, 
| hid David, & and in fin did my mother con 
« ceive me: And therefore he pleade in 
another place; Enter not into judgemenrt 
wirh thy ſervant, O Lord; for in thy 
0" "Gght ſhall no man living be juſtified,” | 
We are all as an unclean thing,” faid | 
| the Prophet Iſaiah, and all our rishte- | 


„ ouſneſſes are as filthy rags; and we alt- - 


< do fade as'a leaf, and our iniquities, like 
Bank the wind, have carried us away.“ Nei- 
ther Have the ſaints under the New-Tefta- 
ment diſpenſation been any whit behind 
them in penitent acknowledgements of their 


guilt. Paul ſtyles himſelf © the chief of lin- 7 


4 ners;” and the beloved diſciple declares, i in 
_ expreſs terms, that all pretenſions to inno- 
| cence are not only falſe, but blaſphemous : : 
« If we ſay that we have no ſin, we deceive 
- 0 ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. 
Hay, © if we fay that we have not fin- 

ha ned, we make God a har, and his word 
* js not in us.“ 1 Fobn | „ 5 
This further appears from the various 
a of * which abound 1 in the world, 
5 „„ eſpecially 
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pere death, from which nong of Adam's | 


Poſterity are exempted, - - Theſe do. neceſſa- 
 rily, ſuppoſe guilt ; for it is not agreeable ; to 
the juſtice of God to afflict and puniſh in- 
Doeent creatures. Now, this mean of 
Fonviction, 1 is ſo plain and , obvious, that a 
man muſt do great violence to his reaſon, 
* he FAQ. reſiſt che evidence * affords. 


| are ynixerſally conſidered a ot. effencial : 


te the Supreme Being; and per it is im- 
| able to AccQuALT for the preſent calami- 


cheſe pexfeQions, upon any other ſuppoſ- 
tion chan this, that all have ſinned, and 
thereby. incurred his, righteous difpleafure. 
s chat you ſee there is no penury of 
_ witneſſes upon this head. The Scriptures 
expreſaly declare, that all are finners the 


moſt eminent ſaints under both diſpenſa- 


tions have atteſted, the truth of this aſſer- 
tion and the many awful tokens of the 
divine diſpleaſure, which we daily behold 


| and feel, e 8 ae to ene * 


dous ſtate of mankind, in a confiſtency with 
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whoſe reftimony' can be "able i tit objecs 
tion; a witneſs which every man will find 


within his own breaſt ;—I mean, conference, 


Z 3 to which I now appeal for the truth of this 
matter. And here 1 ſhall renew” the que- 


tion which Solomon | propoſed many ages 


ago: * Who can fay I have made my heart 
clean, I am pure from my fins?” Can 


you diſcover nothing amiſs in your temper 
and practice? Do they in all points agree 
with the rule of God's word? Dare atty of 
5 appeal to the juſtice of God for acquits 
tal? and claim happineſs as\ the due rel 
ward of your obedietce? Say, O man! 
haſt thou no need at all of pardoning mer- 
cy? Wilt thou give it under thy hand, 
that thou ſhalt never plead the merits of a 7 | 


Saviour for thy juſtification ? that at the 
/ hour of death, or in the day of judgement, 


thou ſhalt never once implore his help, not 
cry for mercy, but ſtand upon the fotinda 


tion of chy perſonal righteouſneſs! 'befors. 
his impartial tribunal ? 


: have acted in direct oppoſttion, not only 0 
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| brethren, are you not "cole of lone | 
merable inſtances of guilt wherein you. 


OP 
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the written law, but to che a ſenſe, . 85 
-doing - 
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authority of. your own - minds; 
what ye knew Was diſpleaſing to God 3 


and chat, not by the mere force of adden 
. but coolly and deliberately, in 


4 * - 4 


the face of thoſe arguments which ought. 


"Wi all Teaſkn, to have : reſtrained you from 
them FI think 1. may venture to affirm, I 
that there is not one perſon here preſent . 


| 5 who i 4s. s not able to  recolleR. ſeveral. 1 inſtances 


by & Bike Ap 


„„ 


| kn kg ; 7 now ee us, 5 * 
how ſhall we juſtify, ourſelves at tlie bar of 
that God who is greater than our hearts, : 
ns and knoweth all things 275 


; Ro to obſerve, in the | 


AE," £68. 


Rs 


7 bird ag: That a great p07 of Fe 
law. is, to humble the pride of men; chat, | 
from a conviction of their guilty and mi- 

5 ſerable eſtate by nature, they may, as. it 

were, be compelled, by a happy, neceſſity, . 

to flee for relief to the ee of . FE 
ration through. IEEE 1 


This important truth is direcliy alffrrecd 


—This leads | 


{tle in my dert, and ee 


„0 tales til © ' Aw. 


e in other, parts of his writings 
Nay, the principal ſcope of this epiſtle 3 is, to . 


— 


SERMON, VI. 


call off the Jews from any dependence upon 


their. own. righteouſneſs, by giving., them 
a fair repreſentation of the ſpirituality, ex- 
tent, and rigour of the law; chat finding. 5 
themſelves unable either to anſwer its de- 
mands, or, to endure its curſe, they might 
EY thankfully. embrace the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Who is indeed « the end of the law. for. 1 
2  righteonſneſs to every one that believeth.” ; 


—And the ſubſerviency of che law to the : 


5 goſpel, or the uſe of the law. to. lead men to 
the Sante, R will orderly. e, if we 


nere, $; | 3 ; 5 + 


That the Ho N w * : 


« perfect unſinning obedience to all its pre- 


cepts: it makes no manner of allowance for 
the infirmities of . men; for « whoſoever, 
«ſhall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
| % in one point,” 4+ 1 the eye of the Law- 
giver, « is guilty: of all.” It declares what 
is due to God from his creatures, and in- 


fiſts upon the payment of it even to the ut- 
termoſt farthing. In the law, ſtrictly con- 


ſidered, dere i no proviſion or. Premiſe of 0 


pardon 


Fe. | . 
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par 6h be the galt on the ; ohtrar. 
aK ftp of what Kind ſdever; 
chu it 18 written, Curfed is every one 

| a" whe" Cbfttinuetk not in all things which = 


3 ale ritten in the book of che 14# to de 


4 ſcheth. It is not endugh to do me things 
| which are comtmanded; Wwe muſt do them 
4: Nor is it even furßclent that we do all 
| things for a feaſon; we mult alfb tbntiane 
in them,  otherwife we” forfeit the divine 
 Mendſhip; and Become Habe to the wrath 
of an infinitely juſt and ofrini potent God. 5 
ee is the genultte voice” of the lat, B 
and. live; „ 4 but the ſoul that ſinneti mall : 
4 Threly die.“ It knoweth no middle ſen- 
tene between theſe two: it doth not x Whiſ⸗ 
per one wot of metey; but the ſmalleſt 
deviation ſubjects the tranſgreſſor to the 
juſtice” f God, and to all the fatal effects of 
Bis indignation, both in ie life and in i that 
which o 

"Now, this being the eile, it 1s. ea to 
e the fubſervieney of the law to the 
opel; "or, | in 'other words,” the uſe of the 


hy to lead 1 men to the Saviour. The law 
ent „„ diſ- 
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aceurſe of God fur ever; or elſe to appeal from: . 
te law to the goſpel, and to claim the .be- 
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benen fr and at th, Laws time de- 
mands an unſimning obedience None of 
us can plead innocence, and the law adtmits 
of no ercuſe for guilt; nay, it is not only, 
Glent as to the doctrine 
Frhich might leave ſome: rom for eonjec- 
ture and hope, but 3 in plain and awful words 
DO the ſentence of death; and daoms 

to irremediable puniſhment all the works: | 
1 of iniquity without exception. Thus 2 
dhe finner i 18 bound band and foot,” as it 
vers © and caſt into priſon ;” bit mouth ir 
Aepped, ind norhing remains for him, but 
either to continue in miſery, and bear the 


nefit- of that indemnity which Chriſt hath: - 


_ purchaſed. with his blood, and freely. „ 
to all who, condemning themſelves, and 


renouneing their o-⁹ ů æ )“ righteouſneis, Hee 


to him as their hope and city of refuge. = 
From all which, we may conclude, in. 
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own vindication, Goth impieuly FIG 24 
he lis, and exetude himſelf from the öfters 
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This inference 1 is © jute 18 e en EM 
eds ny 


acknowledgement 'of their "guilt, that they 


7 = befdompeltetle to fer to Chriſt Jeſus for 


hat fochfh, ſelf.deſtroying erb- 


Kt tures muſt thoſe be, who, in deſpight of the 
| eleareſt evidence, and in flat contradiction 
- t6ithe only method of detivirince and hope, 
Dy will: offer- to babble in their own defence? ; 
2 — What can you propoſe. by this conduct, 


O ſinners! God puts it to your choice, as it 


were, in what court you would be tried, 
whether you will plead at the tribunal of 
juſtice, or of mercy? If you penitently ac- 


knowledge your suilt, and cry for mercy 


2 thioggh che great. Mediator, he is infinitely 
85 Hing to 9 it — you, than, 
5 vou 


. ey and grace; whereas the humble 
FE TN Kſfeoudemning finner lies, fo to ſpeak, in 
tie very rad ef mercy, and ſhall through 
faith in Chriſt: FR obtain "alvation wal | 


„illustration. For if 
are eee. and if this be one great 
end of che laws to wink men to a fenſe and 


the law; y 
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e l be to alk it lap! 75 
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BE bercelec, a. 57 ar OE ae 


« may be exalted | in due i See and 


E acknowledge your guilt and unworthineſs, 
chat you” may not be finally condemned with | 
the world; and beg of God, that he may 
ſearch” and try you, | and make vo tho- 
roughly acquainted with your real condi- 
tion that, finding yourſelves wretch- 
hrs 4a; and miſerable, and poor, and blind, 
« and naked, you may repair, without 
; delay, to that all-ſufficient Saviour, © whoſe 


% blood cleanſeth from all fin,” and who 


* is made das God np. all | who be on... 
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par ar you | 
proudly inſiſt in your own Mhdication; "if Es 
you extenuate! "your | guile, or depend upon 5 
any thing in Joüifſelbes for pardon n and ac- 
| Eeptance, yo "thereby incur the rigour of _ 
Iu © ſhall habe judgement with: 
1 out mercy,” and "66; 55 9 a rcd 


; the Proper improvement of all that has 120 
5 Taid, to humble yourſelves preſently un- 7 
E oct der the mighty Hand of God, that you 5 


2 | Ap for you upon whom. the law ak al- 
0 bad its 1 Wa. are weary and hea- 
en of fin; be not 


A fy. in your” oft 3 "this Jenny night 


ball ere long be ſucceeded by 2 Joyful morn- 
4 ing; ; and © upon you who” thus © fear 
; „ his name, ſhall the Sun of righteon 
_ Partly. Fe ariſe with heali 


1111 8 in his wings: 
For 'thjs gracious temper is che | peculiar 


work of the Spirit of (tal it is he che 


„ 44 


„ ee i is fern; it js 15 08 caſts 
| tions which ex- 
alt themſelves againſt God, and hide from 


down thoſe proud 


the finger his poxerty and wretchedneſ; : 
and it is this divine Spirit, who, by the mi- 
0 niſtry of the law, remqves thoſe falſe grounds 
of hope upon which the fin: 
| tamed to lean, and obligeth him to, aſk. that 


5 üntereſting queſtion, & What ſhall I do to 


be ſaved — John Baptiſt prepared 


1 the way for Chriſt's public appearanc «. by | 
” rounng the world vith the doctrine of re- 
= SY | pentance ; » | 


neſs”. 


ner was accuſ- | 


This road 
f poſtacy; and it is the kindack, not the an- 
ger, of your Heavenly Father, that hath 
btought you into it. Had your deſtruction 
been Reibe to him, ke would have ſuffer- 

_ & you to walk, without diſturbance, in the 
| Broad way that leads to deſtruction: but by 
5 alarming your fears, he plainly intends to 
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prepares the heart för tlie reception of the 
ſame glorious Redeemer, by. fiich painful 92 


ald humbling convictions, as render Him 
both neceſſary and defirable to the foul: — 


And therefore it ought | to be matter of 1 


and thankfulneſs to the finner, when GG 
ſmites his Heart with a ſenſe of fin ; of ſuck 
: ſickneſs, 4 it may truly be ſaid, © This fick= 
4 neſs is not unto death, bur for the glory 
4 of God.“ Hereby, as it“ were, he diſ- 
lodge s his enctaies, and empties th e foul of 
_ every other gueſt, that he may come and fill - 
| it with his own gracious preſence. | | 


Lift up your heads, then, O tr 8 ; 


ſinners 1; look forward but a very little Way, 
and you may fee to the end of that dark 


valley, through which you are flow paſſing. 
became neceflary after. man's a- 


M3 5 prevent 


ſp 
1 Shithtite in like trianber, the Holy Spirit 


| prevent your. ruin; 1 we: Ns taſte. % = 
hath given vou of the bitterneſs, of fin, 1 8 # 
graciouſly meant to divorce, your hearts from g 
the love of it, and to render the remedy 1 
which he offers. more welcome, and precious : 
be in your eſteem, For let it be obſerved, Uh 
ns a further ground of encouragement, that 
che goſpel-call 1s, particular! y. addreſſed OY 
1 perſons of this character; ö 8 Come unto me, 
85 fays the bleſſed Jeſus, * « all ye that labour 
2 and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you 
55 reſt.” 5 And herein he exactly fulfils the 
appointment of his Father, and acts in the 
5 moſt perfect conformity to the commiſſion 
he received from him; 5 of which we have a | 
fair copy, Jeiab li. at the besinning: 10 
0 The Spirit of 1 the Lord God is upon me, 
3 60 becauſe the Lord hath anointed me to 
52 preach good tidings to the meek, he hath 
. ſent me to bind up the broken. hearted, to 
8. proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
8 = opeking: of the priſon, to, chem that. are 
| 6 bound.” From this. paſfzge, it plainly | 
RS appears, that humble convinced ſouls are his 
„ charge: : he is the phyſician, not of 
15 r but of the lk; 3. not 180 | thoſe that 
2 


— 


x 
% 3, ad 


3 * RM O'N I. 16 


Juſtify themſelves, but of thoſk vrho are . 
riſhing in their own apprehenſion, who feel 
| their need of him; and know ſomerbing- „ 


the worth of that ſalvation Which he bririgs. 
Let every humble inner; then, take com- 


fort from cheſe conſiderations.” God: IN 5 | 5 


the penitent relentings of your hearts: Be- 
hold, he ſtands, like tlie father in the parable; 
tretching forth his arms to every prodigal 
ſon! he regiſters all your n the put- 
teth your tears into his bottle,” and, ere 
| long, e he will give you: -the oil of joy for 
* yz mourning, and the garment” of praiſe for 
your preſent ſpirit of heavineſ In the 
mean time, let me recommend to you the 
following eee with: which L mall von- : 
clude. 2 5 e ain ee, 
Beware of ee ig or . for 
e rene I admit they are bitter, but 
they are alſo medicinal; and, by the bleſſing | 
of God, ſhall iſſue in that repentance unto _ 


ſalvation, which is not to be repented of: 


whereas, 115 you ſtifle them at preſent, your 


hearts may contract: a hardneſs and inſenſi. * ; 
bility, which, if ever it be cured tat all, 


ou coſt 19985 more pain and anguiſh than 
1 „„ 
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| you pony fel, or indeed ca exfiy fs 5 
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. e e "of: e 
deſperate concluſions againſt yourſelves from 


the diſcoveries you have got of your guilt 


und danger. 1 may juſtly fay to you; what 
AM Apoſtle ſaid in another caſe, _* 8 [ 


ee e Have no hope. 
bo bad as it may ſeem, is 3 


than once it was, Formerly you were out of 
the way of mercy, now you have got into 


that very path where mercy meets the elect 


of God: It was then your finto preſume be- 
yond any promiſe ; beware now of deſpuir- 
ing, againſt many commands; but amidſt all 


your fears and anxieties, till TINT to 
Trop hope aliye in your hearts.” 
Eſpecially, haſten to the Saviour, whi + a- 


* can give you reſt. This is the great 


errand upon which convictions are ſent; for, 


_ as I haye already obſerved, © ee the law is our 
* ſchonlmaſter to bring us to Chriſt;-who 
is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to 


every one that believeth.” —Doth the Lord 


Jefus appear precious to your ſouls ? do you 


I ORE I and his per- 
| 2: . 
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. of 3 85 N * 


= | cordially in all the important 
"WE _ ſuſtains, as the Prophet, the P 
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n King, of bis church; and then ſhall you ., 
d, to your preſent comfort, and your ever 
bi anon is boch“ * al le and will- : 
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N bar, an, T will gi ve you ret. © W 
S193 titer 1 F Pe il wa. * * 87 2 n ans.” : 
'T was. "roplieibe of our Lord dong bi: i 
fore his manifeſtation in the fleſh, that 


| he ſhould « proclaim liberty to the captives, 
« and the opening of the priſon to them 
that are bourdd*: And lo! here he doth | 
it in the kindeſt and moſt endearing manner, 
5 offering reſt, or ſpiritual relief, to every a- 
| bouring and heavy laden ſinner. | 
10 me, all ye that labour and are m 2 925 
and, will ; give you reft. 1585 
Ii diſcourſing from which Gas 1 pro- 
poſe, in dependence upon divine aid, 


Come un- 


Firft, To open the character of choſe to 


| n the 1 invitation is addreſſed: 


Seconaly, To explain the invitation it= 


ſelf, and ſhow what is n in yawn iN 


” 44 a 
4 . 
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in the 5254, e e 
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== bird: ee, "To: Allan hn graciouy 


"Anais promiſe with which our 


Land enforces the call; I ail give you re 

en . e TY 5/6 UPMC 
= Abend 1 he 8 of thoſe to 
whom the invitation is addreſſed. They 
are ſuch, you, ſee, as labour. and. art bravy 
laden; that is, who feel the inen 
load of guilt, and the galling fetters of eor- 
rupt affections, and earneſtly long to be de- 
livered from both; for theſe were the per- 


ſons whom our Saviour always regarded as 


the peculiar objects of his attention and 
care. — By our fatal apoſtacy, we forfeited 


. once our innocence and our happineſs; 
. became doubly miſerable, liable to the 


juſtice of God, and ſlaves to Satan and our 


own corruptions. But few, comparatively 
ſpeaking, are ſenſible of this miſery! The 
bulk of mankind are ſo hot in the purſuir 
of periſhing trifles, that they can find no 
leiſure ſeriquſly to examine their ſpiritual 
condition. Theſe. indeed have a load upon 
be of weight more MIO ſufficient to ſink 


3 : them 
a . * 5 AE 
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10 brit 20 aer which 1 ee endeavour, | 


by 


+7 


- JE 1 81 F RM ons vn. 
 thean-iaiee petdition 5 bur they are "my htavy 


A + laden in the ſenſe of my text. Our Saviour 


ae Uſe- would comply with Its The 
full ſou! loaths the honey- con 


plainly {peaks to thoſe. who feel their bur- 
- den, and are groaning under it; otherwiſe 
+ the promiſe of reſt, ot deliverance, could be 


no inducement to bring them to him. And 


ce call is partitularly ee to n for 
FN n obvious reaſons 


e et . 


pst, Becauſe our kann 


is the pride of dur hearts, chat each of us 


would wish to be a- ſaviour to himiſelf, andd 


to purchaſe heaven by his en pefſohal me- 
- tit This wits the rock of offene“ upon 


_ whileh the Jews ſtumbled and fell: they 
could not beat the thought ef being indebt- 


& to xe righteouſtieſs of attocher for par- 


don and acceptance with God; for ſo che 
Apoſtle teſtifles - concerning them, (Rom. x. 1 


3.) © Being ignorant of God's rightebuſfnieſt, 


* they went about to eſtabliſh theit own 


- « righteouſneſt, and did not ſubmit them- 


— 


4 ſelves unto che righteouſtieſs off God.“ 


Andi ſtill this method of juſtifying ſinners is 


—_ and ä of: every « natural 


man. 
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x 1 the divine bfe, the N 3 won: th 
. in its return to Gd. W bath 

24h, The debate uf; 3 . N 

; 2 diſtinguiſhed; becauſe other- 
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man = He feels nar his diſeaſe, ans 
2 Bits treats the phyſician wi 
ſcorn : whereas the ſoul that is enlight 


by the Spirit of God, and awakened to a 
ſenſe of its ue and. as hes: rat 5 


Paul e IC 
+. what wilt abs: Nas me to dod It was 
therefore with peculiar fignit % 


Lord introduced his ſermon upon Mis; | 

. "by adjudging the kingdom of heaven to the 
77 5 placing humihty in che 
| front of all the hos graces, as being che en- 


ppor in ſpixit, 


trance into a religious temper, the beginnin 


wiſe, perſons in that ſituation, hopeleſs of 


relief, might be in danger of ends 
themſelves from the offer of mercy. If there 


was only a general call to come to the Sa- 
viour, the humble convinced ſoul, preſſed 


down with a ſenſe of its guilt and depravity, 


might be ready to object, Surely it cannot 


be ſuch a worthleſs and wicked creature a2 


269 
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Lam, de whom che“ Lord Aires 
ation. And therefore, he who" m not 
eh dk the ibrufted reed nor tt TR: 
7 


4 vou have to expect relief if you apply for it. 
Mercy looks for nothing but an affecting 


« lieve, are juſtified from all things. 
This great phyſician did not come to heal 
ſome Might diſtempers, but to cure thoſe 


inveterate plagues,” which none beſides him- 
1 =: ſelf 


1s en : 


; rench the 8 
1 king flax, doth kindly*: encourage Z 
1 Ns. 58 this ſpecial addreſs, that che very ” 
1 which to them. eee ne | 
mercy,” might 
avant «of ſry Es” chat 
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condemn fibers The greater your guilt . 
appears in your own' eye, the greater ground 


CTT 


5 Tens of the need of mercy. Say not, If my 
burden were of a leſſer weight, 1 might hope 7 
: to be Send from it; for no burden is 
too heavy for Omnipotence : he who is 
mighty to ſave,” can eaſily remove the 
moſt oppreſſive load; „ his blood cleanſetn 
„ from all fin/” and “ by him all who be- 


"at's aa 
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0 
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| Kifovas able: to eure. Whatever your diſs 
dale bez it ſhall neither reproach his (kill 
nor his power; and all that he requires on 
your Part, is a ſubmiſſive temper to uſesthe 
means he preſoribes, with firm reliance 
upon rheir virtue and effioacy. If you are 
1 convinced, that your wow is ſo eme 
and your cotruptions 0 . 
in heaven or on earth aiiies 2566 prog 
them but Chriſt alone; if vou are Sroaning 
under the burden of fin, and can find no 
reſt till pardoning mercy and ſanctifying 
grace bring you relief; chen are you in the 
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Ferimed itrecoverably.” While” che 150 ie 
250 41 notemade vold, but eſtabliſhed, by What he 
5 . Ki 23 Vat the "Farm e time, by what be . ffertd, 


a public t 5 eſtiaeny Þ'given to all intelligent 


id, that in is an evil of ſuch deep ma- 


3 


by "lighity, chat nothing leſs” than 2 ſacrifice of 


* 7.65 x; 


_ " infiaite* Worth could expiare"the/guilt of it, 
5 or ſave the rranſgreſſors from endleſs! miſery: 
380 chat this diſpenſation, Which 


provides 
ww EE > 424% rr 1 WS 2 2 5 2 ah , 18. 
: i eßfeckually for the glory of God, 


powerful tendency to quiet our nde ad 


"bes cheriſh our hopes of pardon and accep- 


aj tance; becauſe: flow it appears, that God 


e 
&4 A . 


* 


alt, as well as infinitely gracious, when' Bo 
juſtifieth thoſe WhO believe on Jeſus. 


| Theſe hopes wilt appear to have a firmer : 
8 | foundation, if, to the W 2 of our High 


By 1 * Sp 9 PR 
1 5 3 — £7 be Pg, * © $7 4 pe * * - Prieſt, 


oO F 44 
4 — 


may be merciful without i impairing the au- 
ority of His government; nay, perfectly 


„ - o., * 
e, and he-nelimable march os ghe- 
7 I ham fs yo. 
1 1 That he off x ee 

=o 7a ; office 30 for, n vg read. in 
his ſame epiſtle, 55 Ghriſt ier ot hign- 
e eig t be. made, an High Pris 
by” bo. fad . unto him, eee Son, I 
off rdday have. 1; begotten wee. Indeed, 
winheut ſuch, a. divine conſtituß NF la 
rler he offered cohld haye been of no 
. benefit, to us: The acceptance of ona life; A 
uche place of another, dep ndeth, Glely upon 


3H umn £0: whom the forfeitur el is made. 18 But 5 | 


** : hlefſed be God, che deſignation, of our Lord 
che office. pf High Prieſt, (is (plainly and 


: | : -;; repcatedly ) aſſerted in Scripture, han there 5 


Bg NO, om. deft, ue to. doubt Hof it. He j 
= nf xgavenhimdelt;. for our ans, ot i 1 
| HG «the. wall of God. "It Hence he, is/ſtyled. 1 . : 5 
Maſfenger 27 the - copengpt, the Serugut, and 
Ihe cle? 15 God. Im every part of his under- 
| Ictaking he acted 155. commiſſion from his 5 
| een Father: He came Not c do his : 
197 AR Wh! but the will of him that ſent 


by him“ zrhich affords the ſtrongeſt en- 
4 emen to ee near to God with 


Klial 
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. fil boldneſs, ZI to 1 „ 
through this great High Prieſt of his own 


deſignation and choice, this « mighty One, 


8 whom | * Hoch: Jak our. _ 


| N To. remove rs, paſtible- ground 

: 3 jealouſy; God bath teſtified, in the moſt- . 
public and ſolemn manner, his perfect "AY 
tisfaction with his whole conduct as Me. 
diator; which is a eircumſtance of che ut- 
moſt importance, to give our hope a firm 
and laſting foundation. Though Chriſt 
had died on purpoſe to expiate our guilt, 
and to reconcile us to God; though his ſa- 


7 crifice had been of infinite worth in itſelf, 5 


and offered in conſequence of his Fathers 
Appoin yet, after all, ſomeching 
would have appeared wanting to aſſure our 
faith, if we had not been furniſhed with 
the ſtrongeſt evidence, that this ſacrifice 
was really accepted. But, thanks be _ 
God, the certainty of this is put beyond all 
queſtion in the ſacred Scriptures- Twice 
was it proclaimed by an audible voice' from 
neaven, This is my beloved Son, in whom 
Fam well pleaſed.” The miracles wro ught 
"TOs . 2 : at 


Atm. en 


= 
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| at his cha nk chat greateſt of e | 
| his ow] reſurpection from the dead, are 
py nit : confirmations» of this comfortable 
if m_ above: all; his aſcenſion into 
8 and his exaltation to the right hand 
ort the Majeſty on high, remove every con- 
cCtiv: lata of fear, md o well ſupport 
that triumphant e ee ot the-Apoitle, 
Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
- % God's elect ? It is God that juſtifieth: 
Who is he that condemneth? It is Chriſt 
„ that died, „vea rather, that is riſen again, 
ho is even at the right hand of ud, | 
«who: alſo. maketh” interceſſion for us. 
einne meanthe; ond bh df 
Ftb and laſt ground of mt, 
3 That our great High Prieſt, who 
is paſſed into the heavens, is ever mindful 8 
ef our intereſt, and lives and reigns for the 
benefit of his people. We are told in Scrip- 
ture, chat the legal High Prieſt carried the 
names of the twelve tribes on his ſhoulder 
and breaſt- plate, when, on the great day 
of atonement, he made his ſolemn entranee 
into the r oh Holies; 3 hat while God 
e 


; a 3 * } ” 
+ e ©: e N 
- 


þ at. Ws a 
as . 
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1 Nit the. ab at the ſame 
time. remember the tribes of Iſrael, accept 


his offering for the expiationq of their guilt, 


and hearken to his praye ers and interceſſion 


on their behalf. In like manner, our great 


High Prieſt, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 18 


gone into the heavenly ſanctuary, „ appears 
% in the immediate preſence of God for us, by 
- ſuſtaining the character of the ſecond Adam, 
the head and repreſentative of all his ſpiri- 
tual ſeed; and is raiſed to the higheſt dig- 
nity and power, chat he may manage their 


affairs to the beſt advantage, and effectually 
ſecure their eternal ſalvation. He was a 


; ſufferer hirgſelf, and knoweth.. the heart of 
8 ſufferer, / nt by report, but by perſonal 
experience: he was tried with. temptations 
even as we are; and though he conquered 

them all, yet he had proof of the ill, as 


well as of the N of the tempter, and 
can make allowance for the diſproportion 


betwixt himſelf and us. Nay, he ſtooped 


thus low, not only to make atonement for 
our guilt, and to open for us a paſſage to 
the mercy- ſeat; 3 but that we, being aſſured | 
Gf; * perfect acquaintance with human in- 
i firmity, 


I 8 E⁰—mfm  L 


1 Ache Bere the” elt chere re 
HBance upbn his compaſſion” and ſympathy, 
aud Sb approach the throne of grate, ha- 
u ſuch à friend to patronize us, and to 
Pleat our (cauſe: © For we have not an 
High. Prieſt who carmot be touched with 
. * the feeling of dur infir mities; but was in 
all po e OP are, * 

By fuck encours eig Aden my bre- 
ren, doth cke Apoſtle preſs the exhorta- 

tion in my tert: We have 4 great High 

Frieſt, Jeſus che Sem of God wh of- 
ferec up a ſatrifice of infinite worth not 
offici ully or at random, but by the expreſs 
appoittement of his heavenly Father, and in 


ence of à ſolemn agreement or eove- 
nant. This ſacrifice was accepted for all 
che purpoſes for which it was intended; 

in reftirhoniy whereof, our great High Frieſt 
Hathk paſſed into the heavens,” where, 
amidſt all the ſplendors of his exalted ſtate, 

He kindly remembers' his people upon earth, 
feels their infirmities, frmpathiſes with them 
in all their ſufferings, and never ceaſeth to 
f wake interceſſion for chern. * we not 


then | 


* 
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chen reaſon 40 come dei unio the throne. of 


grace, that we may obtain mercy, AIR grace 


a eee CC 


Bor, afeor: all, it "prin be.confalſed, chas : 


. in this, as in moſt other things, the know- 
5 led of our n far eaſier bag dhe Tn: 


« Chriſt's fleſh is 1s 6 1 2 his | 
« | Aled” is drink indeed ;” but our Lord ; 
hath aſſured us, that except we eat his 


6: fleſh, aud drink his blood, we have no 


life in us. A ſpeculative knowledge will 


avail us wakity; ; a Saviour unapplied can 
be no Saviour to us. To think juſtly of 
Chriſt, and of the great things he hath al- 


ready done, and continues to dv, for ſinners 


of mankind, is an attainment af no great 


difficulty ; but to improve his mediation as 
the ſource of our joy, and the means of 
our comfortable acceſs to God: requires 
greater {kill than many who Profefs to be- 


Heve on him are peſſeſſed of. This wiſdom 


cometh only from above. Nevertheleſs, as 


God uſually worketh by the miniſtry of the 


word, before I conclude this diſcourſe, 1 
#3 


278 E R. 
mall 1 deen A for hints that 
may be of uſe. to ou... 

Are you overwhelmed Mel wh! CME and 
majeſty of God? Are you. ready to ſay, as 
Elihu did, Behold'!//God is great, and we 
„ Kew im not“ Turn your eyes to 

the Word made fleſh,”-and ſee tlie divine 
glory veiled in the human nature of your 

Redeemer.” We can have poſitive contep- 

tions of Jeſus Chriſt; and though we may 


55 not chink that the Godhead is fleſh, yet we 


may think of it as it appeared inifleſh, and 
ſhone: forth in its holineſs and goodneſs to 
the world. In the perſon: af our Mediator, 
God ! approacherh us familiarly, to invite us 
to come to him with humble confidence, 
and reverend boldneſs. Chriſt did not aſ- 
ſume a form of terror; women durſt talk 
5 with him, ſinners durſt eat with him, the 
poor and the diſeaſed durſt aſk his help: And 
though we muſt not debaſe che agnity of 
1 the Son of God, by imagining that it is FE 
much obſcured in heaven as it was upon 
earth; yet even the glorified Humanity of” 
thei: Mord made fleſh,” affords unſpeakable 
comfort to the _ chat might otherwiſe 
81 ', Djs A 


* 
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Wink back, and tremble bende near » 
9 s ao 
Doth the pie of fin n eh die? ,n 5 
fear chat a juſt and holy God can never ac- 
cept ſuch offenders as you have been? Here 
Chriſt is our relief; who wat wounded for - 
our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our ini- 
quities; who paid our debt, and hath pur- 
chaſed and fealed our pardoin with his bloed. 
The curſe and- condemning ſentence. of che 
law are indeed terrible; but if we have tru- 
* fled to Chriſt for refuge, he hath nailed 
rhem to his croſs, and will Lan us A / Full 
and free diſcharge. 0 1 5 
Are you diſeouraged with the inftrmities 
you daily feel, the imperfection of your 
knowledge, the wandering of your thoughts, 
the coldneſs of your love, and the feeble- 
neſs of your deſires ? Faith can ſtill find 
a remedy i in Chriſt Jeſus, by reminding us, 
that our acceptance with the Father 1s thi - 
che merits of his Son: and he, my friends, 
18 worthy, though we are unworthy ; ; his 
righteouſneſs is perfect and without ſpot: E 
he is not weak when we are weak ; he is not 


diſtempered when we are ſick: our High 
8 4 Prieſt 


o 
\ 


( 


e 5 E * QN.- A 
Triad i STOP e e che ſame daa, 


« to-day, and for ever,” 
Ae you haraſſed with temptations, thoſe | 
| tay darts of the wicked one? Still faith 
can find a Saviour ſuited to your neceſhity, 
Sur great Lord ſubmitted, not only to be 
|  _ terapted by Satan, but to be tempted in a 
bim; nay, (tempted to the moſt horrid. blaſ- 
phemy and wickedneſs, even to fall down 
and worſhip the devil himſelf. Look, there- 
fore, to him © who is touched with the feel- 
ing of your infirmities, having been, in all 
points tempted even as you are.” He 


ho made all temptations ſubſervient to the 


triumphs of his own patience and conquer- 
ang power, will ſupport and ſuccour his 
tempted ſervants, and make his grace victo- 
rious in the weakeſt hearts, EE in 

It ſometimes happens, that ch FEE at. 
oppreſſed with griefs and fears, which it 
cannot account for. Such was the Pſalmiſt 8 
caſe when. he ſaid, I remembered God, 
be and was troubled; 1 complained, and 
* my FSpirir was overwhelmed: O my God, 
10 8 N foul 1 is caſt down 1 in me; I am ſo 
7 troubled, 


A * — 0 OI. 


our preſent comfort, and our eve 
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1 1 that I cannot ſi peak. ” But even 


| in this caſe, faith can look to Chriſt, and 


remember, that be too was in an agony ; 
an agony more painful than any thing we 


can feel; and yet, in that agony, he prayed 
more earneſtly. 
very words he uttered, My ſoul is exceeding 
 forrowful, even umo death. Noe 4s my foul 


Faith will recollect the 


troubled, and what fhall I. ſay ?—It will re- 


mind us how be cried upon the croſs, My 


God! My God! why haſt thou forſaken me? 


"though even then be was till the beloved 


of. the Father; and ſuffered all this, that 
we might not be As abandoned and - 


| forſaken. _ 


After this manner may we improve the 
mediation of Chriſt for bringing us, in all 


the variety of, our cir cumſtances, with hum- 


ble Zolangſt to the throne of grace, Where, to to 


joy, 2b e hall abtain morcy, and find grace i to 
ed us in Y ſeaſon 9 4 need. Amen. E 


. 
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= 5b 0 kk and Mb are "the" prin- i 
RE ciples of heavenly wiſdom,” that, like 
mae ſun, they are ſeen by their own light, ꝶ 
. may rather be ſaid to impart them 
ſelves to us, than to be diſcovered by us. 
With regard to eternal things, the learned 
have no advantages above the unlearned: 
. neither the gifts DEE nature, nor the im- 
provements of art, confer any precedency 
in the ſchool of Chriſt. The comfort of 
_ a Chriſtian doth not depend upon a pro- 
ceſs of abſtract reaſoning; ; but reſults im- 
mediately from the knowledge and be- 


| „ lief of intereſting facts, atteſted by God, 
11 faithfully recorded in the ſeriptures | : 
: : | ; Þ | T : . 5 5 ; 2 of 


RL. 
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1 2855 far as it is The! will of. God, that | 


all the © heirs of promiſe” ſhould have „ 
„ ſtrong: confolation, * therefore: the grounds 1 
of cheir eonſdlation are brought to the level 


of the weakeſt capacity, that all hi 8 chil- 


dren may have equal acceſs to then, and | 


feed ke brethren at one common table. 
Accordingly, you may obſerve, that, in the 


paſſage I have now read to you, the Apoſtle 


only reminds us of what God hath already 


done for ſinners of mankind; He ſhared not 5 


hir own. Son, but delivered hep up or us all : 


And inſtead of reaſoning in form,” as if the 


import of this fact were dark or ambigu- 


| ous, he takes it for granted, that the moſt 
| ſimple and illiterate will perceive it at once; 
and gives a defiance to ignorance, nay to 


diſtruſt itſelf, either to pervert its meaning, 


or to draw from it any Other concluſion, 7 
than what he | himſelf doth ;” How Hall He 
not with bim al b freely' give us all thin ings Pg. | 
My preſent e 18% in dependence Api 
. divine aid, 2/73 4 D* 5 GE 286 an SH. 
Dane bad er og ige D. Mo A 2b: 


Fiſ, To: ilitiate che great- aud 


20 ** Chriſtian' 85 hope, God 8 88 not- his : 


own 
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den Son, tut: Wan bim ler e cally 
andi chen to ſhow, in the 

nee place, That the gilt which God 
Po already beſtowed upon ſinners of _ 
10 mankind, affords every ſincere believer che 
Lare abſolute certainty, that nothing dball 

be with-held from kim that is n to 
nake bim happy... 5 KEN a9 


1 begin. with the great 8 of the | 
Chriſtian s hope, which 1s both the. ſubject 
af my text, and the object preſented ro us 
in the holy ſacraraent of the ſupper : G 


© ſhared not bis n ox, Hut n him 4 


| * ut al. 5 
N ing EIS The God. ; in bes 
N ve. live and move, the Father of our ſpi- 
rits, and the former of our bodies; — ho 
poſſeſſed an eternity of happineſs and glory 
before we began to exiſt, and can neither 
be. enriched by gur ſervices, nor impoveriſſ- 
ad by the Want of them 4 whoſe Sood- 
neſs we had abuſed by the vileſt ingrati- 
tude; whoſe omnipotence we had defied 
by the anoſt inſolent .rebellian;—exen\/hat 


e who < e not the, angels that ſinned, 
0 but 


i 
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e bur . reſerved: them in everlaſting 


« chains, under darkneſs, to the judgethent of 


| « the great day,”—vouchſafed'to- pity and to 
ſpare the children of men :— Nay, „to make 


way for the exerciſe of this diſtinguiſhing - 
mercy, he ſpared not his own Son, the Lord 
of angels, the Creator of the worlds; but, 

having ſubſtituted him in our place, clothed 


him with our nature, and © laid upon him 
the iniquities of us all, > he arlivered him 


1 to contempt and perſecution, to agony 


and torture, to death and tlie grave = 


all this for our benefit, to redeem us from 


_ everlaſting miſery, and to reinſtate us in 
that Happineſs and glory we had forfeited. 
| Theſe. are the marvellous doings of the 


Lord, which the Apoſtle ere celebrates with 
gratitude and wonder, as the grounds oy our | 


faith, and Hope, and joy. 


But that our thoughts may not wander 
in too wide a field, let us at preſent confinie 


them to the following particulars: Firf, 
| The dignity of the ſufferer; /econdly, The 


Tings he endured ; and, thirdly, The 


5 perſons for whom, and the ends for which, 


he was delivered to theſe ſufferin gs. In each 
pitt: > EE 


1 2 
„ 
2 
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of theſe. we. babe {convincing 
of of the love of God, a certain Pledge 


| | : of every neceſſary. bleſling. 8 


Finſt, Let us conſider the ney: 5 che 


| Hiro: = God, faith the Apoſtle, Spares, not 
bis Son; his on, his proper Son; the 


« brightneſs. of his glory, and. the 3 
« image of his perſon; not a ſon by cre- 
ation, adoption, or grace, but his & * begotten 
“ Son,” of the ſame eſſence with himſelf, 


and equal to him in power and in glory. 


Angels are called the ſons. of God ; * but unto 


. © which of the angels ſaid he at any time, 


% Thou art my Son, this day have I begatten 
« thee'?” Nay, Chriſt is ſtyled the . only be- 


gotten Son”, of God; a title of peculiar 
5 ſignificancy, importing, that he is not only 
"Is infinitely. great in himſelf, but likewiſe 1n- 
finitely dear to the Father. Jet this is the 


perſon whom God ſent to ſave us: and ſure- 
ly, if the love of the giver is to be meaſured 
by the worth and value of the gift, we may 
juſtly ſay of God's love to us, that * it paſ- 


ſeth knowledge.” How loth wag Jacob, 


a a fond and indulgent parent to all his chil- 
dren, how loth was he to ſend Benjamin 


4. - FO en 
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| og to . even when e * 
and the preſervation of bis whole family, 
ö ſeemed to depend upon it? yet Benjamin 
was not his:only ſen; Jacob had many other 


5 children beſides: but, behold ! the great, the 


independent JerovAan, who would not ſuf- 
fer Abraham to 4 THe a7 


his ouun, his only Son, to be a ſacrifice for 
us. Here the object is ſo high, that con- 
templation cannot reach it; ſo bright and 
dazzling, that it overpowers the ſight: we 
can only. ſay, with David, This is not 
the manner of men, O Bord God; and 
muſt with reverence adore, what 1 
never be able fully to comprehend. 
Secondly, From the dignity of the ſufferer, 
let us proceed to conſider the ſufferings: he 
endured. — Two words are employed by 
the Apoſtle to convey to our minds a ſuitable 
apprehenſion both of their greatneſs and va - 
riety. God ſpared him not, but delivered him 
uþ He ſpared Him not; that is, he neither 
excuſed him from ſuffering, nor ſpared him 
While he ſuffered; he not only put the bit- 
ter cup ingo. his hand, but _ it there till 
A | | . 


— 


up his Iſaac, hut pro- 
vided and accepted a ram in his place, gives 
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e Wich what 
ns: did he ſtir up his juſtice! 
* Awake, 0 ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, | 
and againſt che man that is my * 
— x pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe 
fſaich che evangelicat Prophet, and to col 
% him! to grief,” He would not abate one 
tear, one groan, one drop of blood, any 
eircurmſtance either of ignominy or pain, 
that was neceſfary to demonſtrate the evil of 
| fin, and to expiate that guilt which Chriſt, 
as our Surety, had appropriated to himſell. 
hus God fared not bir own Son ; nay, 
inſtead of ſparing him, the Apoſtle adds, 
He delivered him 1. But he dotli not ſay | 
to whom, or to what; becauſe Chriſt: was 
_ delivered into fo many hands, abandoned 
or given up to ſuch a variety of fufferings, 
that a minute detail of them would have 
obliged him to recite the whole hiſtory of 
his life; for in every period of it, he was 
e oppreſſed and aſſiced; from his birth to 
his death, he was a man of forrows, and ac- 


MAquainted with griefs — He was delivered 
firſt into che virgin s womb ; for even then, 


| * Chriſtians | J did his Paſſion begin; ther 


Was 


ww 
= 


3 
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— 
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tals Eg Atte amd, 


by wieked hands, was een 


mount Calvary; there that body was pre- 


_paredy which was ſcourged, and bruiſed, 
| and nailed to enen axcurſgd 
” is ht A eee hence 
after life But 4 repeated delivery wem | 


poverty, to reproach, to' temptation; to 
ſecution:— Such was the pomp, een 


che harbingers which introduced kms 
the croſs,” and accompanied him to the 
grave. Deliver me not, ſaid David, 
imo the hands of mine enemies; and 
Kis prayer was heard: But what David ob- 
ited; was with - held from David's Son 
and Eort 
| hands of his enemies: He was delivered. to 
Judas, who betrayed him; te the chief 


for Chriſt was delivered: into che 


prieſts and rulers, who inſulted and reviled 


kim; to Herod and his mem of war, who ſa 
kim ar nought; to Pilate, who-condems 
kim ; to the Roman ſoldiers, who erucified 
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be chi important privilege: G 
1 he is our friend he is on our Aa 
he is our God in covenant, and hath 5 a 
us every kind of ſecurity our hearts could 
deſire, for whatever 18 conducive to ut 
real intereſt. In all, and in each f theſe z 


view both of the meaning and dn 
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the e draws from * be can be 1 
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It is expreſſed, Jo wed 40 che 1 br A 
queſtion or challenge: St Paul, in the name 
of all true believers, gives a bold defiance 
to earth and hell, and triumphs in the aſ- 
ſurance of their ſafety and happineſs. —— 
The queſtion doth not imply, that they 
. who have God on their fide, ſhall haye no 
enemies at all; ſuch an immunity would 


be eee eee trial, and the 
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ane give 2 * no Warrant ex ect any 
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* eee enter into the anne 8 
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Dua ien, malkerh, abous ſeeking whom 
eke may devour.” get We reſtlis not only * 
1 . fleſh, and blood; bur againſt prin-. 
N * cipalities and powers, _ againſt . the rulers 
„ of the darkneſs af this world, and — | 
1 ſpiritual wiekedneſſes in high places.“ — 
Aud 36 in the days of Abraham, “ he char 
3 was 8 after the fleſh, perſecuted hit 
chat wa as born after the ſpirit; even ſo i it 
„ & t js 1 now.” oo Nor ſhall. this, warfare. ceaſe, 
till that great day of the Lord come, whey bi 
1 64 all his E on ſhall be. made. his fo | 
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da light would, yoni dn n FAR to. 15 0 
ſcuffle, make chem aſhamed of their miſ: 
takes, and Ait thay: in. the, bange of an 


8 of; -are they who are eee to . 26 
ſuch: and of them, 1 ſay, chat; their favour 


Tn : is not worthy to be coveted, neither doth the | 


want of it deſerve to he. regretted. What 
regard is dye to the judgement of thoſe who. 
are ſo. blind, that they ſee no beauty in the 
infinitely perfect God , himſelf? eſpecially i 
when their enmity againſt us is only the natu- 
ral effect of this woful ſtupidity ;, according 
to that aſſertion of the Apoſtle Jaun There: 
6 fore the world knoweth us not, becauſe it 
ha * him not. If the world hate 
"8 you,” ſaid: our Lord, © ye know: that it 
4 hated me before it hated you.—lf ye were 
s of the world, the world would love his 
vn; but becauſe ye are not of the world, 

66 but PT have choſen you out of the world, 
3 therefore the world hateth you.” And 
| ought any wiſe man to be diſquieted on 
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- 8 FRY 17 r Who al t be . ey to ſib- 
| a us, to deprive us « of the glory and hap- 
» ., "pitieſs'we look for? Indeed, if the ſafety 


of believers depended on their own ability 
to keep hold of God; if they were left, as 8 
it were, to bang upon him . the mere 
* mrength of their own arms; a little force 
bo 7 or cunning” might ſoon” 16oſn their "graſp, - 
bk and pull them away from him: But herein, 
w brethren; lies their ſecurity, an omni- 
4 potent God keepeth faſt hold of them; they 
Are a ewe to that good Shepherd 4 who 
gathers the lambs with his arms, and car- 
80 4 xies them in his boſom, and gently leads 
g thoſe that are with young: They are 


Jaoined to God by the bond of an ( everlaſt- 
+ I” emen ordered in all things — 
FA « ſare;” and they who would attempt to | EE 
8 dear r them from him, mi firſt of all make 
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void that cov rſe the 1 
able purpoſe” of a. and oblige the All 7 
mighty to reſign his power. Suck is the 
; deſperate enterpriſe i in "which the enemies 
of God's children are engaged: it is not | 
the creature, but the Creator they have ts 
cope with; Jehova himſelf tuft be over- 
come, before the W. akeſt believer can fall 

into their hands. Juſtly then might che 2 
5 fs mag ſay, as in the cloſe of this chapter, \ 
„ Who ſhall ſeparate us from the r 

; 0 Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or 3 
5 « perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſz, 8 

e peril, or ſword ?—Nay, in all theſe things 
ce are more than” conquerors, through 
him that loved us. For I am perſuaded, 

| & that neither death nor life, nor angels, | 

. nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 

7 « preſent, nor things to come, nor height, ON 
OT nor depth, nor any other creature, my 

be able to bepärate us from the love > 20 
: * God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” 

Nay, my text will allow us to advance 
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3⁴ place, 9 8 God be for us, "who thatl be 
able to dot us any material burt! in the mean 
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5 ſhall, contribute as, means to promote gur 
true in tereſt. Well, chen, 7 the. Apoſtle, 
5 under the direction of 
1 hath, aſſerted | this 
abſolute. terms: We know,“ ſaith; he at 
| the Nd, verſe of this ch 
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God's unerring Spirit, 
in che ſtrongeſt and moſt 
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God r > them GA ik VE called. __ 
© ing to his. purpoſe.” Satan endeayours . 


to | blow « out che ſpark of grace ; but inſtead 
of chat, he Eindles it into a flame, and only 


| blows, away the aſhes that covered i ; 


He, plieth, © Hints ith his fiery darts; 


more expert in "the. 3 art of defence, teacheth > 
them the uſe 0 f« the thield of faith,” and 
ue other parts of their ſpiritual armour.— . 
in. en. Locle e bailey. every at- 
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4 into pruming-hooks;“ that is. "he 8 
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. of righteouſneſs, lth are; through Je- 


72 dus Chriſt, to is praiſe and glory.” 0 
e ip 1. 

Pas 82067 pen che j0yful Waben of 
| this queſtion, or challenge, If God be for- us, 


who can be again us? And in the review of | 


all that hath been aid, can we forbear to 


. cry out with the holy Pſalmiſt, Happy i is 
"he people that is in ſuth a caſe; yea, 
A « happy is chat people whole God 1 is the : 
4 * Lord!“ What I further intend is, to 


| 5 give you A” Few: 4 plain and neceſſary direc- 


tions about the uſe you ought ts make of 


a a chis comfortable ſubject. 


But before I proceed to wes, Saen 5 
to the ſouls of fome who may be hearing es 


me, obliges me to ſet before: you a very dif- 


; ferent proſpect, by inverting che 885 5 


"and parting it in this form: 
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4 Lord's, throne | is in heayen: his eyes be- 
« hold, his eye. lie try the children of men. 
« The Lord trieth the righteous : but the. 
| « wicked, and him that loveth violence, his 
„ « ſoul hateth. Upon the wicked he ſhall 
rain ſnares,. fire and brimſtone, and an 
horrible tempeſt: this ſhall be the portion 
OW of their cup.“ —“ Thing hand ſhall find 
6 out all thine enemies,” ' faith. the Pſalmiſt, 
„ thy” right. hand ſhall find out thoſe that 
« hate thee ; thou ſhalt make them as a fiery 
oven in the time of thine | anger; the 
« Lord ſhall ſwallow them up in his wrath, 
3 « and the fire ſhall. devour them.” How 
awful are theſe worde, uttered by a 
himſelf! 44 9 5 even I am he, and there is 
„no God with me: I Kill, and I make „ 
I wound, and I heal; neither is there any 
that can deliver out of my hand. For I” 
e lift up my hand to heaven, and ſay, I 
« live for ever. If | I whet my glittering 
« ſword, and mine hand take hold on judge- 
« ment; 3 1 will render vengeance to mine 
| 700 enemies, 
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T's me; 1 will make. mine arrows drunk with - 
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blood. —— And = Can, you ſtand before 
his indignatien 7, Can, you abide, in che 
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5 « fierceneſs of his, anger, when his fury i is 


1 poured out like fire, and the rocks are 


bo thrown: down by him? Conſider this, 


ye; that forget God, leſt he tear you in 


i pieces when. there ſhall. be none to deliver. 


Who, can make vou happy. * God pro- 


nounce you miſerable? Who can give 


quietneſs, if he cauſe. trouble? Who can 
ſereen you from his juſtice ?. And, Oh! ho 
can ſupport 99 under the weight of his 
vengeance ?.— 
ſerious view ye your. condition ; ; and then, 
turn your eyes to that compaſſionate Re- ; 


For the Lord's fake, take 2 


deemer, whoſe. arms are yet extended to 


embrace you: Flee ſpeedily to him. as your. 


only. ſanQuary : Let the earth be acquain ted 
with your bended knees Jet the air be ac- 


quainted, with your fervent ſupplications, 
till vou have reaſon to conclude, that you 
are vitally united to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who « of God is made,” unto all who be- 
begs in lms 2 viclom, and risbtecuf. 
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1 itt "hey are Weng and wert. 
dable; inſomuch that were God to 160k on, 
| and leave you to your own defence, you 
ound quickly and cafily be — mint 
m other armies, the ſtrength” of” the general 
gente in the number and valeur of is 
bed ; but in the Chriſtian army, che 
e of the Whole hoſt, and of eve ery 
 foldier in particular, Hes in him who is the 
Lord of hoſts, We ought” therefore to main- 
tain. an habitual jealouſy of ourſelves: we 
are never in greater danger than when we 
are molt confident that we are out of dan- 
Se er; ſo chat the caution Which the Apoſtle 
gave. to the Gentile converts, is alway: in 
| fraſon: : © Be not Vigh-minded, d but fear: . 
and 


aud — = 
4:erh, take heed-leſt-be fall,” At the ums 
times: though ono, not deſpiſe your 
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„ Place, 0 daghr:yowto be affzid of them 
This true Chriſtian: temper” lies in the” juſt 
medium betwint cheſe oppoſite entremes! 

and: therefore are are ' exhortody not only 

| *126-rarch/ but alſo te quit durſelves 
=. ing” „ tos ander dene 

« frong in the Lord, and whe enter 
& is might. Id Fear Het, ſaith God; 
bor Lam with chte! be abt diſitiayed, Tat 
am thy God: 1 will ſtren 


hes, L wihcheip thee re 1 vin c 


( chee with the right hand of m righte- 
<«,ouſaeſs.” 0: After this encourag 2 

7 doth God ſpeak to hie children. Nay zi 
chlides them when they betray che lead d. 
morouſneſs in his ſervice; as in [analy 
chap. li. 143% WhO are chou, hat thou 
* Moutdft” de afraid of aan man that ſhall 
5 imad, 15, Ea? and folg 
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 ®heinaiay and hid Me Rnhdationi gf the 
5 $:earth?; and | aſt. feared -CO1 1 ually every | 


ee Lo ee 
« ag if he were ready to deſtroy Aud 


1 here is the fury of the oppreſſon ? — 
1 Hear how: David criumphs in the: Ale 


ranee of - his i ſafety, upon grounds which. 


are common to all believere in Chriſt: 


V2: I J ort is y light and my falvation, | 
hom Wall I. fear? The Lord is the 
A life, of whom Hall 1 be 


2 E + afraid? Abongh an ' hoſt ſhould | encamp 
A againſt, me, my heart ſhall not fear: % tho 
Icwar ſhould rife againſt me, in this will I 


che confident? Let the wicked :trembley 


5 cher hawe realen to do ſo: but let the 
Lohegrt of every ane rejoice that ſeeks the 


Pord.“ Victory is inſured to you; the 


5 great. Captain of ſalvation >; hath. already: 
canquered all your enemies, and ere: long 


he hall return, and brin 


you with ſinging 


into che heavenly Zion: then hall you, ob- 
taini gladneſs and joy, and ſorr. 


* and 
Weng ſhell, flee away Bur as che 
ſwength by Which une muſt r over come is 5 
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dire and exhort you, in thle 
34 place, To depend c God, und to 
. An cloſely with him. For this end, a. 
bide in Chriſt ;”' for there it is alone that 
God and finners tan meet as friends, God 
is in Cbriſ ſaith the Apoſtle Paul, . 
. conciling the worlck unto himſelf? indeed # 
72 he is no where elſe in che charaQter of aire 
 conciler;; and . conſequently, if we wiſh to 
dwelVurider his ſhadow; it is neceſſary that 
me. be in Cbriſt-alſo;> This was one of the 
| ſolemn advices which our Lord gave to his 
diſciples à little before his death: Abide 
in me as the branch cannòt bear 
fruit of itſelf except it abide in the vine, 
4 no more can ye, except ye abide-in me 3 8 
for ve without me, or ſeparated from me; 
6 ye can ao nothing. In the Fi 316 45 wry | 
gt and 14 place, Seeing God i för un, 
let us e for bim let us appear - openly: on 
his fide, and act with reſolution and vigour 
in his ſervice.<God' cùn do his Work with 
out us; he ſtands in no need of bur ate 
ance j yet ſuch is his 'cohideſcenſion;' that he 
invites us to the honour of beifg n 
VVV together 
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be 3 that when vr cometh and 
"ach, they may open unto him immediately. 
Bleed are thoſe ſervants, whom the. Lord, 
- nwhen he cometh, ſhall find watching : verily 
Luar unto you, that he ſhall gird bimfelf, and 
1 them to fit down ta NOR 00 will 
come api! 13 ow * . 


ies deans = this paſſage is, 
1 to excite us to a ſerious preparation for 
the awful ſolemnities of death and judge - 
ment. We are here directed to conſider 
ourſelves as ſervants, who have a Maſter in 
heaven; of whoſe return we have the ſtrong- 
3 aſſurance but are utterly ignorant of the 
preciſe, time of his coming ; and therefore 
it is both our duty and. our intereſt, to be 
ahrays on our guard, and in a fit poſture to 
- Teceiye 
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n The happy conſeque mee x 
N _ which ſhall- be, that our Lord wilt not only 
approve of our prui ent and zealous concern 
topleaſe him, but he will even deligkt to 
honour us: he will not deal with us as ſer- 
vants, but as friends; and will beſtow upon 
us a reward infinitely beyond what any ſer- 
vices could intitle us to. 80 that here wi 
have a ſhort, but comprehenſiye, account of 


the: Chriſtian's work and recompence; our 7 


duty and e N are both ſet before 
us. N Sb: n; 3 7 13195, olle en 
Our duty cis neben by the ene 
care f ſervants, to have every thing in readi- 
neſs for the reception of their abſent maſter. 
As the Jews; and other eaſtern people, com- 
monly wore long and looſe garments, it was 
naeceſſary, when they had any ching to do 
which required ſtrength or agility, that theỹß 
ſhould tuck them up, and gird them cloſe - 
5 about them: Now, ſays our Saviour, in al- 
5 to this, Let jour loint be girded about : + 
+ thar- is, lay afide: every thing that may en- 
tangle you in our work: ler jour lights be 
continually: burning,” and ye yourſelves, in 
ere other "— like fervagts; who are 
| nl Wo RX 4 1 5 anxious 
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Nou ſuch is the nature of our Chriſtian 
work; „ The kingdom of heaven ſuffereth 
violence, and the violent take it by. force: 3 
anne feek- ance ; we 
muſt'* frive to enter in at the ſ 


eber many ſhall e, to enter in and mall 
ent be able“ Thitik of this, my bre- 
chin ponder" Wi ah in On war- 
erb atheſ 


"hawk Sinking aha dc vigorous 
active power is no more 
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fulneſs. If you have profited- by the means 
| of grace; — if your treaſure is increaſed; 
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= that a man may, in ſeveral reſpects, | 


prove an agreeable, perhaps a1 uſeful, mem 
ber of ſociety, and after all, be condemn- 
ed for his ingratitude to God, and rebel- 
lion againſt his Maker. Nevertheleſs, the 
diſcharge of thoſe duties which we owe to 
done another, is of ſuch importance in reli- 
gion, that I can warrantably affirm; no man 
hall be ſaved who tranſgreſſes them, or even 
5 who wilfully and habitually neglects- them. 
Alt is not to be expected, nor indeed is 
8 it neceſſary, that I fhould give you a detail 
| of theſe: they are univerſally better under- 
ſtood than they are practiſed. Our duty 
here extends to all the different expreſſions 45 
of righteouſneſs and love; and the rule is 
both ſhort and plain: All bing. whatſoever 79 
ze 200uld that men ſhould" do unto "you, do ye = 
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2 promote our neighbour's . 
TSS - and 


. 


BEN 


WH : - 7 : * , i 8 a * 2 
*.. 8 

: % 38 ? 

z ; Re Ae The 
| 5 | Fo E E R 1 0 N 2 xm. 
* 1 Fg 
= 1 
. * 5 
1 * 


PARIS s ul e . 


5 ES friendly advice, and ſeaſonable 


reproof, cannot be diſpenſed with. What 
ever tends to diſcourage vice, or to promote 


the intereſts of religion and virtve, is ſtrictiy 
incumbent upon us, according to the power 
and authority which our ſtation. gives us; 


and therefore he is but half a magiſtrate, 


and a poor half too, who reſents only the / : 


injury chat is done to men, and overlooks 


choſe horrid inſtanees of impiety againſt 


God, which the gapd las of our land au- 
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be our condition in life, there are certain 
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Form: and I fhall only add, that as the ob- 
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bitual watch againſt the enemies of our 

ſouls at the ſame time rega 
other as fellow-ſervants, and- faithfully” pers 
forming thoſe ſocial duties which belong 
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which I might further add, that we ſhould 
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firſt of theſe particulars. | In general, the 
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even an Elias; ken ne ſappeſed Himſelf 
alone by the way, : 
for death, * It is enough, now, 0» 
Bp. Pl, £7 | ( Lord 


wwe hardſhips" ef che Chrigtian coupley” 5 
atien e the race fet * 


f : 


ſſenßem 70 rectify the Miſtake of his fer- 
. van by. nee him ethat there were 
Fo | it unk own to him, Who ; 
E. - ba ae dowed-the knee, to Baal 3 and that! 
_  the,mad+40: che crleſtial country, even in 
HO. that: corrupt pt: and degenerate age, Mas net 
„ - hk unfzequentet+ and ſolitary [a8 he cmagir. 
ned. The einten srellnet only; hid from; | 
the world. chut frequently.miſtaken) hy one 
_ © another z Which tempte taany:;of them to 
chink, chat the kingdom of Chriſto is eff 
erh narrow extent, and the pumber hof 
bis, fo biects exeecding mall: but ere ur 
eyes Openeg, and the; ſcales of lo pride and | DL 
| 2 emoved,g;we.-ſhould, ſeg a _ 
mare oodly company: than. ws expected. — . 
Sad ought not this 20! animate us in dur 
Chriſtian rage . Hyave,we all che Laints on 
earth: for, gur companions h ar e | 
- Mi} ſaints and angels in heaven N and, ſhall 5 
nat chis ie us with an eee eee 3 
rer erer, e e 
N * N e os * 1% 1 
11 04 5 5 5 = 4b 


ifs, FOR BleAſs« (ro; keep by che alluſtan) 
; ine of- rhat road, in whichime are» | 
; _ run for the: heavenly? pri ice f The 
lan iszolholys faith ache A poſtlei Paul. 
the commandment i holy, Juſta a and 
god? not :only; infinitely reaſonahleſ in 

itſelf, but infinitely kind and obliging to 


us, inaſſm pech as it enjoing nothing butiwhat- 5 
tends to purify and perfact: our. gatures: 
ne ua fer the enjoyment ob. a 
5 Ending felicitpeIn the frames of 

' thadwanb; law God cappieats;irather; He A 
father than ſovereignio cxadting ndthing 


| ur ef choſe, Antiesl 
5 B aun er eee ur r 
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_ as: a teſt of: ur: ſubiectidm to ihis ,authorigyp | 


but what is iſd meceſſarilyi connected With 
aur own trug happig that arliberty 0 


act otherwiſe would in reality be a Rege 
tb e eee Ait Oſt; ben N 


———— the. way. pantie. to 


aven: yea, he bath not only pointed 


be; road tu, but hathactually gong 
| een ee Aron to Wy 2 
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«the day of his caſt wind.“ When rh 


| paſs. through the fire, and throngh'the wa- 
Z . he I is with n IE bre des Re wiſe 


8 perceive | Wu: ; per 


erfi l though invifſible hand, he 


f W erh and guides their weary ſteps; ac- 


cording to chat gracious promiſe, « will 


„ bring the blind by a way that they 


4 know not, and lead them in paths which 
« they have not known; I will make 


Adarkneſs light before them, and crooked | 
<4 ways ſtraight. - Theſe things will 1 do 


« for them, and 'not forſake them.” 


what a joyful conſideration” is this!” chat 


the great Captain of ſalvation is our Guide, 
who can cover our head, and heal our 
wounds; raife us up when we fall, and — 


fe ſtrength in our weakneſs. ' © Fear not,” 
ſays he, for I am with thee; be not dif- 


% mayed, for 1 am thy God; I will ſirength- 


. en thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will 


<<" uphold thee wich the right hand of * 


« righteouſneſs,” oO ah 25 
My 6th and aft” motive "ſhall be taken 
CY Vox. I. „ 
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- bis- ane Ape "Nig rough, wind in 
« the day of his eaft wind.“ When they 
paſs through” the fire, and througli the wa- 


ter, he is with them: and though, for wiſe 


45 


en that t they cannot perceive him; yet 
with a powerful, though inviſible hand, he 


ſupports and guides their weary ſteps; ac- - 
cording to that gracious promiſe, „ Fwill 


bring the blind by 'a way that they 
4 know not, and lead them in paths which 


_ 'thisy have not known; 1 will make 
« darkneſs light before them, and crooked 
ways ſtraight. Theſe things will 1 do 


ee for chem, and not forſake them.” — 


What a joyful conſideration” is This! 15 chat 
the great Captain of ſalvation is our Guide, 


WhO can cover our head, and heal our 


wounds; raiſe us up when we fall, and _ - 


fect ſtrength” in our weakneſs. ''* Fear not,” 


| fays he, for 1 am with thee; be not dif: 


% mayed, for 1 am thy God; I will ſtrength- 


tu the; 54, I wilt help they yea T l 


„ uphold thee Sn Tu wa hand of _ 
« righteonſn fo,” Fa 


N 6th and 47 motive {hall be taken 
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a ls; 2 kc the, prize 


 %yexceeding, and eternal weight of glory; x; 


Denfincorruptible crown; “ an undefled 


inheritance; —“ a glory which eye hath 
not ſeen, nor ear Heandy: either can the 


3 


I | heart of man concei ve. — 1 It doth. Dat 
* Ft appear, daith the Apoſtle John, gu what 4 


we ſhall be; but we know that When he 


K appear, Wee Abl be like him, for we 
5 8e Hall fe him as he 187 5 Then, ſhall we he 5 
into the image of our 


thoroughly changec 
Lord. We ſhall;] love him without meaſure, 
and praiſe. him without end; We ſhall ſerve 
him without wearinefs;; and thoſe. manifold 


_ imperfeRions which ſtain gur moſt holy du- 


This is no other than 
elf; — eternal life ;” — . 


x 


ties while on. earth. Navy, our bodies being 


raiſed, by the power and ſpirit of our Re- 
Ace who is che 6 plague. of: death, and 


the deſtruction ; of the grave, ball be 
faſhioned like. unto his own glorious body; 
vhoſe preſence; we ſhall for ever enjoy, and 


whoſe. -matc hleſs love, that paſſeth know- 
* Jedge,” we ſhall eternally SOA: with. the 


ch aas of the firſi-born, * üs d A 


48 
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This, my brethren, is, the; glorious prize 
; 88 which we are called to contend. And 
can any ching fire our ambition if this do 
not ?——What buſtle do men make for an 
| earthly crown, when, lo! death, is at, cy 5 
to pluck. it off their. heads, and to throw 
in the duſt ?—and ſhall not we: TING 
4b heavenly Crown, a regal dignity and: power, 
which, when once obtained, ſhall never be 
taken from us! ?—— Wherefore gird up the 
* Joins of your iiad. be ſober, and hope 
0 the end, for the grace that is to be 
6. brought unto you at the revelation of 
_ « Jeſus Chriſt,” Let us henceforth © lay 
4, afide every weight, and the fin which doth | 
4 ſo cally beſet us, and let us run with pa- 
* rience the race that is ſet before us; look- 
ing unto Jeſus, the author and finiſher of 
„ our faith; who for the joy that was ſet 
4 before him, endured the croſs, deſpiſing 
the ſhame, and is ſet down at the right 
% hand of the throne of God.” To him let 
our waiting eyes be continually directed; 
and whilſt we run in obedience to his com- 
mand, let us humbly and fervently addreſs 
ü OE in the words of the devout Fin 
I A „ with 


us, 


| Lead me in thy 
and guide me; for thou art t 
4 God of my ſalvation, on thee do I wait 
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a ——Ferven in Hit, frong the Lord 2 


T ab happens, mich one, . in 
times of peace and outward proſperi- 
"v7, os church, like a river whoſe, channel 
is - enlarged, loſeth as much in depth as it 
gains in breadth: I wiſh I could not add, 2 
that the preſent ſtate of the church in our 


own land, ſerves not only to illuſtrate the 


propriety of this ſimilitude, but likewiſe to 


confirm the truth of the obſervation. - s 


wie have long enjoyed, in a very diſtin- 
guiſhed manner, the protection and coun- 
tenanee of civil authority, the number of 
profeſſors is indeed greatly increaſed; but 
though the Forms of godlineſs are practiſed F 
by many, there is too juſt cauſe to com- 
plain, that the genuine power of it is felt 
0 hel Where are the perſons who make 
Aa 3 LE religion 


i 


% 


"> i 


— 


0 religion | "their buſineſs, at „ cem 
ſelves to it as the © one thing needful ED 
How few are to be found, who exemplify 
' thoſe Tcriptural Tepee e of the Chri- 
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lian s work, and duty; fighting the 


, good fight. of faith; Yo — running with ; 


« < patience. the race 23 'Before them; 3 


e preſſing toward the mark, for che prize 
; * 8 he high calling of God in Chriſt Je- 
us!“ —— Alas! my brethren, the far 
greater number, if they be going forwarc 
at all, it is with ſuch a flow ank ſtaggering 
pace, as can neither edify their brethren, 
nor yield 96 real comfort to themſelves: 
_ 4: their Soy inſtead of “ ſhining before 
% men,” like the dim twinkling of a candle, 
9 Go and | expiring in the! ny e is en 1 
diſcernib le.. : 
| For exciting ſuch be SPY n ; 
| ing Chriſtians to . ſtrengthen the ae 
ce which: remain, that are ready to die, 1 
_ ſhall at preſent take occaſion, from the words 


I have read to you, rf, to explain; and 


e „ to recommend that fruour f Spirit, 


with which the g IS en TI to au erve 


% 


; : 85 3 
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6 Fed wo general, 16 6 oppoſed to luke. 
vrarmneſs indifference] and denotes 
khat ae” or Kae, that activity and 


dllligence, which We commonly exert" in 


the Purſuit of any object” we highly value 
and wiſh to poſſeſs. —— Now the fervour 
whereof my text ſpeaks, bath religion, or 
| the fervite of God, for its object: Love to 
God is the principle, the law of God 18 
the rule, and his glory the end, of Al its 
operations. The fervent” Chriſtian is ha- 


bitually on the ſtretch to anſwer che great 


purpoſes for Which he was made And re- 
deemed; his "underſtanding is employed 
in ſearching out the mind of God, fo far 
as it regards the conduct of his creatures; z 
his will is firmly and reſolutely determi- 
ned to perform whatever ſhall appear to 
be his duty; his affections are inſpired 
with holy life and vigour: in conſequence 
of which, his executive powers are all 
8 ready to perform their ſeveral parts; the 
tongue to ſpeak, the hands to give, or to 
do what is required, and the feet to run 
in che way of God's comimandments. In 
hort, che whole man is engaged in the 
Won a ** | ſervice | 
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God: & PLA 1 "ROK bs 
{ rouiſiant fo delightful occupation; he 
ich all 58 might * * to, enter in 


100 much to be done, or too hard to be en- 


dured, for the enjoyment. of that God whom - 


he moſt ardently loves, and to whom he is 
. devoted. This, MY brethren, i 4 
ro be fervent in 1 ſpirit. . . 

But as there are ſeveral een . 


; this gracious temper, T ſhall endeavour to 
ſelect thoſe peculiar properties of true 
* Chriſtian fer Dan that chiefly. diſtinguiſh 
it from thoſe deluſive appearances by which. 
too many impoſe both upon them 


elves 


and others. — 18 it be obſryed Hes in 


oy = dg 7 7 as the as of God 3 is =_ 
proper object of true Chriſtian fervour, this 
renders it. neceſſary that we be thorough ly 


| acquainted with the laws of God, that we 
may know what particular ſervices. he re- 


quires of us, and will accept at our. hands. 


A miſtake here is of the moſt dangerous 


conſequence : for if once we ſtep afide from 


5 the To of . the faſter we run, the 


1 farther 5 | 


SERMON, XV. 37 


farther we depart from che richt way, and 
- our return to it becomes the more uncertain 
and difficult, Saul was ver) fervent. in pi. 
it, when he breathed out threatenings 
7 laben againſt the diſciples of the 
« Lord,” and © verily thought that he ought 
: 6 to do many things contrary to the name 
of Jeſus of Nazareth: And yet this fer- 
vour of his, had not ſovereign grace ſtopped 
him in his mad career, would only have 
hurried him downward to that hot and dark : 


8 place from whence it moſt certainly ſprung. 


—We have heard of ſome who, according 
to our Saviour 8 prediction, thought they 
did God ſervice when they killed his peo- 
5 4 ple; and the church of Rome continues 
at this day to afford an awful inſtance of chis 
kind, whoſe burning zeal, as indeed it may 
literally: be called, hath already conſumed 
all that was mortal of ſome millions of 
ſaints ; and yet, inſtead of being quenched 
by ſuch &; deluge of blood, doth ſtill blaze 
out as fiercely as ever, where. it is not con- 
| trolled by ſuperior force. I have quoted 


| theſe ſtrong examples for illuſtrating the 


| difference berrigt true Chriſtian Arubur, 


—— 


| „ 8 E * 1 0 * xv. 


14 that "eagerneſs of ſpirie WAR Ras 
5 ufurps its name; and to make you ſen- 
Able how neceſſary it is that we ſtudy the 
<'good and perfect will of God?” for direct 
* our Zeal, and confining it to, chat After . 
in which 3 it may and ought to move. 

e 2. As our Aer vour f ſhould be employed 
in the fer vice 'of God, or in choſe duties that — 
God hath plainly commanded ; fo it "ought | 
likewiſe to aim at his glory ; : otherwiſe it is B+ 

e * unhallowed” paſſion,” Which corrupteth . 

5 5 and debaſeth e every thing that proceeds from > 
it. — The want of a right aim appears to | 
4 have been the principal error of the ſcribes 

and Phariſees; 3 Tor - moſt of our Saviour 8 

reproofs evidently turn upon this very thing. 

They prayed, they faſted, they gave alms, 

and inp compaſſed ſea and land, „ 1 
proſelytes to the Jewiſh religion; all which 
were very commendable in their own na- 

tture : But herein lay their fault: They did 

all to be ſeen of men ;” popular 3 
and he advancement WP their own intereſt, 
were the ends they aimed at; not the ap- 
probation of God, nor the en of 


aa honour and intereſt in the world. 


x 3 


Go 


14 
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Thad" it often happens, when Py is in 

1 exedit, that many uſe it as a political engine | 
os. helping them up into a higher Place, and 
5 appear very warm in Profeſſing their regard 

to it; but no Tooner 1 is that carnal fuel with- 


drawn, than the flame ; expires, or perhaps i is 


carried over to the oppoſite fide, and: burns 4; 


as fiercely againſt religion, as ever it ſeemed 
to do for it. —— Whereas true Chriſtian Fer- 


-  vour carries the perſon beyond himſelf to 


that God Whom he adores; ; and inſtead of 
being cooled by the profane mockery, or ha- 
tred, or perſecution, of wicked men, it ra- 
ther becomes more vigorous and active, and 
| exerts itſelf in Proportion to the oppoſition 


it meets with. If God is glorified by his 


ſufferings, the fervent Chriſtian hath gained 
| his end: like David, he is willing to be ſtill 
4 more vile,” ſtill more afflicted ; and with ; 
the Apoſtle Paul, he hath no higher ambi- 


tion, than that © Chriſt may be magnified 


in his body, Whether it be by life or by 
C death.” i 1 ng: me to obſerve, in 


- * _ e S | * 


34 "i That this Nad temper ex- 
ends its regards to all God's command- 
ments. 


yz 


* 
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ments. It declines no duty chat bears the 
ſtamp af his authority: for as the glory of 
God is dhe great ſcope of all its actings, 
whatev ver tends to Promote th at, immediate- 85 
5 ly becomes the object of its choice, and the 
matter of its moſt. delightful and vigorous | 
1 exerciſe. Nor here the hypocrite is always 
= found halting ; j he Pic cks out the eaſieſt parts 
3 duty, ſach : a8 have leaſt of ſclf-denial in 
Wo: them, and moſt of that outward ſplendor | 
+ which, attracts the obſervation of others. If. 
1 he is rich, he may abound in alms·deeds, 5 
. eſpecially ; in thoſe inſtances. of. charity which 
dee molt likely to make 2 noiſe 1 in the world, 
Ts that his fame may ſpread. abroad, and bring 
1 "him. the tribute of Praiſe from afar. He 
1 155 may a attend upon the public ordy 5 of Ta, 
| religion, and ſit like ons of the people of EO. 
God, with a becoming | air f warm devo- 15 
| tion: but could your eye follow him into 
- his own houſe, you. ſhould there behold 8 
| wonderful alteration, perhaps a total neglect 
both of family and ſecret prayer, or at beſt 5 
ſuch a cold oft lifeleſs worſhip, as ſcarcely 
.i deſerved the name of * bodily. exerciſe”! itſelf, 
$ Whereas * aut Chriſtian « is in the 
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« TY of the Lord all the day long.“ He 
conſiders his Judge as evermore preſent with 
him: this awakens his mind, and enlivens 
| his devotion, and hath a more powerful in- 
| fluence. upon his conduct, than the applauſe 
or cenſure of ten thouſand worlds: this 
: makes him fervent in every part of duty; 
ya as fervent in the ſevereſt acts of ſelf- 4 
denial, as in thoſe inſtances of obedience 
which are accompanied with the moſt im- 
- mediate advantage or pleaſure, —A | | 
415 diſtinguiſhing property of true e Chri- | 
ſtian fervour 1 is this: J Ir will make us pecu- 
7 larly attentive to our own. behaviour, and 


begin with correQing what is faulty in our- 


-And think- 


61 elt thou this, O man, chat judgeſt them 
e which 


exclaim againſt the vices of 
5 others, who are extremely partial and in- 
a dulgent to their own. To ſuch our Apoſtle DE, 
: addreſſes a very ſharp reproof, in the ſe- 
cond chapter of this epiſtle, at the begin- 
1 Therefore, thou art inexcuſable, 
Wh Oo man, whoſoever thou art that judgeſt: 
« for wherein thou judgeſt another, thou 
4 condemneſt thyſelf ; for thou that judg- 
e eſt, doſt the ſame things. 
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genuous, than for. people to profeſs. a Hatred 


reclaimed : from — when their own conduct 
Proclaims that they do not hate it in them- 
ſelves. That fervour which i is of the right 
kind, will firſt & caſt out the beam out of 
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WI tion with fear and e N 
less, in the „ 
15 „0b place, Though | true NE begins at 
home, vet it is not always confined there. 
It was the ſpeech of a wicked Cain, 6 Am I 
„ my brother's keeper?” The warm-hearted = 
Chriſtian extends his good . offices to all 
around him; and uſeth all that powe and | 
influence which his ſtation. gives him, t 
diſcourage. vice, and to advance the king f 
dom of Chriſt i in. the world. —Is he a agg | 
: ſtrate? he will not & bear the, ſword i in vain,” 
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5 but faithfully employ it for the terror of 


evil doers, and the protection of thoſe that 
| do well —Is he a miniſter ? he will not 
« handle the word of God deceitfully ;” but, 
without regarding the perſons or paſſions of 


Pg men, he will openly declare the whole 


counſel of God, and, by ſound doctrine 
: and good example, do what in him lieth to 
convince | and reclaim the workers of i ini- 
; quity,“ « that they may recover themſelves 
* out of the ſnare of the devil, who are 
« taken captive by him at his pleaſure.” — 
Is he a parent or maſter ? „he will walk 
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ndition in life, he will embrace every 
opportunity that Providence affords him, 
of advancing the glory of God, and doing 
all the good he can, either” to the ſouls or 
| Bodies of men.——Of this we have many 
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Righteous Lot was vexed from day to day 
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when he beheld the city of Athens wholly 
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fight hie way through ; — a. 
mies. It is no eaſy matter to pluck of 

* 4 right eye, and to cut off a right hand“ 

4 chat is, to renounce thoſe - fins to which 
we n beers n; habituated, chat theß 
come parts of ourſelves; 
pi rer to us than the moſt uſeful | 
and neceſſary members of our body: yet 
do this we muſt conſent before we can en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven. It ap- 
pears a hard command that God gave to 
Abraham, * Toi now thy ſon, thine only 
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mend 46 „ ur kit: 
1 tion! this illuſtrious ſervant of the Moſt 
High God, whoſe natne is recorded with ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed honour in the paſſage I have 
juſt now read in your hearing. Caleb fols 
lowed the Lord fully, and obtained a glorious 
reward: and if we hope or wiſh to be rea 
warded as he was, reaſon teacheth us, that 
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F 


we ſhould walk in his ſteps, and do as he did: 


But what are we to underſtand by follows 
ing the Lord fully This queſtion: is firſt in 
order; and after Fhave endeavoured to give 


a ſatisfying anſwer to it; I ſhall then pro- 


deed to preſs the "oy 15 ſome motives * 
e eee e e | 


A. 

. 2241 1804 1 wink | obſerve 3 in EY entrance, 
chat no man can | follow the Lord at all, tilt 
once he be equainted with him: Tar the 
char "cometh to God, muſt delieve char he 5 
, = is, and that he is a rewarder of them chat 

8 *. diligently: ſeek him.” A flaviſh reluctant 
fubjection there may be; but there cannot 5 
"th a voluntary, far leſs an unreferved, obe- 
Ae without affectionate truſt and filial 
Confidence. Before we can follow: Cad, we 
3 wuſt not only know that he is ſupteme, and 
bath @ rigbt to command; but we muſt 
1 e ebe * is 2 to. com. 


- 6 


3 {ions which api pony to pak 
= the creatures he hath- made. Two things 
ne muſt be thoroughly perſuaded of? fe, 
1 That the laws of our Sovereign are rig ute: 
255 ous and good; and, next, That he is both 
able and willing to protect us in his ſervice. 
And indeed, my brethren, had we never 
offended God,, theſe views alone would 
have been ſufficient inducements 0 follow 
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coveries are now become neceſſary. We 
need ſomething to vanquiſh thoſe fears of 


wrath, which would rather prompt: us to 
fly from the preſence of our judge, than to 5 


make an uncertain attempt to pacify * by 


ſubmiſſion: ſome ſcheme of grace muſt b 
opened to our view, by which ae, map. = 


be diſpenſed to the guilty, and ſtrength im- 
parted to the weak, in a way that appears 
donſiſtent wich the honoup of the divine gos 
vernment. Nay, we muſt not only know 
that ſuch a ſcheme exiſts, but we on our. 
3 muſt cordially approve of its and by 

ir perſonal conſent, aſcertain our. claim to 
chat mercy and grace which it offers to ſin - 
ners; that being at peace with God, we may 
no longer dread him as an enemy, but love 
him as a Father; and ſerve him with joy, 
being alli: Shag our labour ſhall ade ds 


$3 in vain,” ; Hi 


This — 705 1 as a e 1 
 parative for following che Lord fully, the duty 
- be e as f 85 fol. 
en e . 
125 e c 5 N N 


5 erestures, | 
and liable to puniſhment, ſome farther difs 
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e That we acknowledge no other Lord 9 5 
him. .- One Lord we muſt have; 0 3 
8 Its folly 9. imagine we can be independent 
Ad add free: Man“ was made to ſerve; and no- 
3 ie is left to him but the choice of hie 
mäaſter: But more than one Lord we cannot? =» 
E. Inicio 2 1 oh laure tune, 
B "1 7 [642-467 ER ee hae ab : enforce / 
| | the obſervance of his laws; and when both le 
dc | concur; in the ſame command, then both = 
may be ſerved by one act of obedience: 
But “no man can ſerve two oppoſite: maſters; - 
for either he will hate the one, and love 
the other; or elſe he will hold ro the one, = 
and deſpiſe the other. We cannot ſerve | 
God and Mammon. And therefore to 
. fallow the Lord. fully, is to follow him ee 
It is to make his will the ſole and abſolute 
rule of our conduct, in oppoſ ti n to our own 
humour, the temptations of Satan, and the 


Sorrupt'n maxims of a world W Mate in wie. i 


12h, To falbw, the Tanks 4 fall, is is to ol _ 7 
kim without any. reſerve. or kmitarion r 

it is 5 ſerve bim wich an affectionate and 
„ | — liberal 3 


liberal sn wh this! 4 50 times. | 
 —Each'of theſe might be conſidered Ape; 
5 but I have chaſen to j join them together un- 
der one head, as they ferve: to iuſtrare wane 
| Aren one another. WR OL OT OT INE, 
_ ©" Our obedience, 1 _ wk} 4 arionk 
reſerve or limitation; for unleſs we'follow 
the Lord in ali things, we cannot truly be 
ſaid to follow him in an) thing. We give 
cauſe to ſuſpect, that when, in other in- 
ſtances, we etform the duties he enjoins; 
yet even in thoſe we are governed by ſomes _ 
thing elſe than à regard to his Authority; 1 
and that though we ſeem to follow him, yet 
in reality we are proſecuting ſome intereſt- 
ed ſcheme of our own, and are _ our- 
ſelves, | inſtead of ſerving our God. The 
univerſality of our obedience, then, is the 
enly:/proof of our ſincerity; for © whoſo- 
ever ſhall keep the whole law, and yet 
offend in one point, is guilty of all.” "We 
do not follow the: Lord fully, unleſs we fol- 
low him whitherſoever he leadeth us, thro” 
the moſt rugged paths of ſelf-denial and 
mortification, as well as in thoſe ſinootüũ 
delightful ways, in iche we find the moſt 
e 0 c 3 imme⸗- 
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l ord, an wilt vo + 
CE dare me VA dot yy wo „„ What falt L ren- 


der runs the Lord for all his benefits? 


things, Would we then follow the Lird ful. 


Fa 


The term [lowing plainly implies "this + 


4 Ow. may; 1 e cp or "drivel — 7 


but alone: rs her hep | 


Oy re muſt be „ ready to euery good 
work; and not only embrace opportu- 
nities f ſervice Shen hey Preſent them- 
cehes; hut even ſeek out opport unities” of - 
iproving/ "thoſe talents with which we are 
entruſted; chat, as it is expreffed in the pa- 
rable, when our Maſter returiis, he may 
„ reeelve his owᷣn with ufury.“ LI furs 


ther added, that we ſhould behaye after 


this manner at all times; that our conduct 
an every action may be conſiſtent and 
unf 2. The true (ſervant of the Lord 
2 MINES be "on jon, ſpeaking the fame 
N e * Inguage, 
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F | N 


ven Oe 1 F . Sr ins ; 
pat 2, as if we were aſhamed. of being ſeen, 
or afraid leſt it | 


This: 3 = 


"cnet 3 as to 
honourable Maſter} 


4 : 1 . N dy * 4 tn : _ 4 44 x, 12 
. + 1 5 2 * We A: 


| ere are e eee ; 
FOE be 


. a as on 
lere to talk of their high attainments, 
nd diſcover an anxiety to make themſelves 
obſervable, and to gain the Mirätioh and 
=p lauſe of their neighbours." 5 This our 
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1 8 Sn who faſt or pray, or 
5 a hs to * n, of men, only ierxr 


At is but juſt = ſhould: be left to rewarel! 
b eee als they 8 1,5 for duties done 
with ſuch an aim can never be e ne 
Vod as any part of that religious homag 
che requires. Others again, from a fall 
modeſty and paſlifulneſo or perhaps a a pre- 
_  gended; dillike of oſtentation and hypoeriſy, 
ax Kun ünte the oppoſite extreme: They hide 
A tbeir light, (if any light they have), they 
 , Side it, I lay, under a buſhel, as the 
5 Serintures expreſp it. They go as great 
Iliuengths as they dare, in ſervile-compliance | 
5 with the humours and cuſtoms of the world; 
ud even kee at an affected diſtance from 
very thing. that, might betray en 
4 impreſſiqn of God, u their minds. 4 5. 8 
| Now, the duty 1. am TECOmme nding lies At | 
8 R an equal diſtance from both theſe extremes. 
Pisa profeſſion that is neither aſtentatious 
wor thamefaced ; it deere erer. 
5 Jen, nor avoids it.. The true the 
Aan, keepin * Noe: af ths. Maſter comti- 
* 5 er 


/ 1 


SR M 0 N VI as 
Sabin: Hb eel; performs every duty in 


üs place and ſeaſon. It appears 4a ſmall 


. matter to him to be judged oft man's 


£ judgement 3 he endeavours - ſo toſpeak,” 
and ſo to act, * not! as pleaſirig men, but 


* God, which trieth the heart.“ He doth 


1 not ſhun; the. view. of his fellow-creatures, 
+Sut: 18 willing to give all who chooſe it, an 


pPPOT tunity of learning from his conduct, 
the nature and ſpirit of that religion he hath 


5 embraced... He feels, and practically ac- 
knowledgeth, the divine authority of ſuch 


precepts as theſe: Let your moderation 


. 7 : 


de. Enown to all mens — Provide Rp : 


. honeſt, i in the ſight. of all men:“ and,. 


Let yqur light ſo ſhine before men, chat 5 
they may ſee your good works, and 2—— TE 


E rity your Father which is in heaven. 


| 46 ſoever ſhall 'be aſhamed: of. me, a 10 5 of my 


. words, of him alſo ſhall the Son of man 

. be aſhamed, when he ſhall come in hies 
4 own glory, and in his Father's glory, and 
of the holy angels. —— Would we then 
- tw the lord. fil, we muſt, confeſs him 


5 | —— 


Hi ſoul is alarmed with that awful Shag 
tion of our Saviour, - (Luke ix. 26.) „Who- 


8 46) be: blameleſs and 


* 
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9 "2 WM 
This K J 
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hundred thout 
2 te te King of heaven: for besides Moſes 
i and Raron, and his 69 wh Cor 


A harmed, the ifons of God; without re- 
A wbußeß in the mids of a cracked" and per- 
4 n,-<heldi ng Yore wks word ME 


dt place; T6. flllew hs Lord ful is to 


8 to him ſtedfaſtly when others forſake 
a und to perſevere in his ſervice; even 
hen it expoſeth us to the world's: harrgd, 
and dhe perſecutien of wicked and unrea- 
| Jonable men. — it was on account of 
ve and honourable fingularity, that 
' Caleb” obtaitied the title of a man of another 
iii. He vad one of four, , among ſome 
ds, ho retained his loyalty 


ipanion Joſhua, 
& deth not appear em (wks ent Mb. 


_ Tenting voice in all-the tribes ef Ifrael; the 
tevölt was univerſal, the whole congregatio: 


rebelled ugainiſt their God Nay, he was 


_ *6nly dies. but his ſingularity drew 
upon Rim the keſentment of his brethren: 


| pap were given to Kone him to death; 
eee tho point ef doing i, 
vin Ic 2 | when 


$5 „„ tene 


> 


e uiFe der, 0 od K | 
„ tabernacle,” checked their rp and pro- 
tected the life of this illuſtrious Hint, —, 
Thus it Was that Caleb followed tht Lord ful. 
55 and thus 'muft we alſo do, if we aſpire to 
his reward. Inſtead of ſhrinking: at perſe- 
cution, if that thould” be our lot, we muſt 
rather 4 rejoice” rhat we are counted worthy. 
to ſuffer ſhame” in the cauſe of our Lord; 
c and even eſteem it 4 i privilege, "66; that 1 us 
it is Even, in the behalf of Chriſt, 1 
& only to believe in his name, but beit 
« * to ſuffer for e eee 
The ätfiöuft of all T have fhid"is this: lx 
we would: Follow the Lord fully after the pate 
tern in iy" text e muſt acknowledge no 
other Maſter beſides him We "muſt obey 
5 him Ini all things: we muſt do this at all 
times: and ſerve * him with an affectionate 
* Ad liberal heart; not grudgingly, or as 
«of nedefſity; py tor 7 the Lord loveth a 
« cheerful Siver. ” We muſt follow him 


EE  opetily, and in the Face of the fun;—and ; 


then we mult perſevere in our attendance 
upon him , though n no man ſhould j join with a 
: us; 4 as hough eart and hell thould unite 5 


| courſeʒ and may 4; not hop e Ne ceed in 


5 5 i i 15 of m aſking. nothing chat is umreaſon- 
: able, ble, no othing chat you yourſelyes, can find 
15 1 ** S I alk 1 ny in 


any. bree to TE 
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5 . have; T ought rather to haxe aid: enemies 


you ſhall have, ſome perhaps, perverſely and 
Is UE maliciouſly, who, may ſlander vou as bypo- 5 


i crites: but 8 bed and uniform 18 
1 rance in holineſs, i If it diſarm not their ma- 
ce, will at length confute their reproach, 
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ality, it 3s che cauſe 
f your own honour I am Pleadipg with 
Jou. e of Ly ae! mes g. HS 


Able character by any 7 ater means N by 
' following "the Lord fu full, 470 Enemies Jou may 
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to a 5 the fl our of mei, or to avoid their 
diſpleaſure, cannot fail to expoſe you to 
cheir contempt and ſtorn: Reward you | 

they may; but, Oh! how low muſt yo 
fink-in their eſteem And then what a 
triumph will it give to the wicked, who bi- 
h wait for your halting ? How will it wher 
their tongues, and give them an edge chat 
ſhall pierce you to the quick? for this y 7 
may lay your account with, that their cen- 

| ſures of you ſhall be far more ſevere and 
unmerciful, than thoſe they employ againſt 
others, who make no profeſſion of religion: 


= nay,” their cenſures ſhall be more ſeverely 
felt by yourſelves; becauſe. you will find 


5 ſomething within you that tells you they 


ure juſt.—The hardened finner can affune 


an air of confidence and intrepidity 3) con- 
ſcience being ſeared, gives him no diſturbs 


1 ance within; ſo that his external appearance 


is all he hath to attend unto: but the fenſe 
0 of having acted wrong, will draw your at- 
tention inward, and leave your countenance - 
to expreſs every outward ſymptom of timi- 
diy ard ſelf· reproach. Whereas, by . 
ien the Lord * Jou ſhall by degrees 


N | | . UNS: 
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acqui re 2 CG. 1-70 af 
ee will enable you: at all times to 

behave with a genvine and well ſupported 
dignity. This ſhall give you an irreſiſtible 
ere over the .hearts. of. wicked: men, 
* hall overae ham: 2 Wend ans 


3 8 een ber ane 
Thus ve read, that /# Herod: feared 1 ö 
even when he threw him into priſon; and 


De feared Him, as St Mark informs ua, pure - 


1 gon this account, * becauſe he knew 
that he was a juſt and holy man. 11% 
+ 2dh,\ The duty I am recommending 3 1 
n e ſecure 7 ] 2 inward 
peace and tranquillity. of your minds: it 
contributes t to n int. ol no oſt OI 

L * man who "RP and diſcord r ed his 
+ breaſt! | This is worſe; than death; 

dr char only eee from che body, 
Tbenen n enn th, the 
a bag de bub ſoa bee e Cans 
not reſt; whoſe waters caſt up mire and 
8 * Oy” * Which my. ara, baren hie 
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1 on all bands, is. dark ang | 
gloomy. Above, is the throne of an offend. 
. ed God beneath, is the fire chat ſhall never 
be quenched ; and withi: he feels the gnaw- 
ings of the worm that dieth not: ſo chat che 
creatures und him are his only reſayresq 
CY ik aan AT erer Bonaten g 
= miſerable comforters, which delude 
him for a moment, and forſake him at the 
time when he ſtands maſt in need of them 
Tbere is no peace, ſaith my God. dds 
„ wicked,” —— But light ig ſewn fur the. 
„ righteous,- and gladneſa for; \ the upright in 
heart. Great: peace,” faid' one cha 
knew it by 8 N great peace have 
they that love thy ww and nothing ſhall 
«, offend them; even + the peace of Gody 
| e cchich paſſeth all e ee ſhall keep 
* their | hearts rag minds Rt 1 ; 
Wes 1 we a never . ke 
War lee e ee till we become tho- 
roughly religious, and follow the Lard with 
"Ip our heart. half nelightis nen . 
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255 ö Feier to what h 10 
0 Joy that is eur ide | 


be "Fa I SO Fa 
| iris muſt” in Hunters Ln 


| as much religion as maketh-ſin bitter, 


aud as much ſin as renders” religion un- 


pleaſant: ſnot in 


ot eren et at char much, age at e che 


Neth 4 joy "infinitely ſu- 
creatures can pield; Jays 
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Moreover, religion; n it is genuine 0 


wid: cordial; heightens the reliſli of every 


ee comfort Befides' that natural ſweet- 
od hath put into many of the 
: —— benefits he beſtows, the true Chri- 


Ttian « can look . them as the gifts of a 
reconciled 
* Fo : * 


bows 
gers to pleaſure in any kind They have 


* neee ad- 
They get a full aalte at lea, of eee 
| 4 Pleaſure as fin can afford; but the others 


nothing to arr. for 
the want of its 1 Whereas he who followeth | 


thing; 40; come, be: ee Can debe. open thet re. . „ 
_ reigt of every mercy, — This 1s mine, and SE 
deans alſoi = My God hath ſent me . 
oken chäs, Nek to ſupport and encou- 5 
rage gg ne. in my; journey home ward ; 1 15 1 
| hall ſoon he beyond the need gf uch, ins „ 
feriox Sel . 


8 i derem 
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Vr hen em what good- for ma, = 
ketter; than Lade bleſſed be his name, + 5 ol 
who, in kindneſe, with « holds from . 
what his wiſdom foreſees would prove 
o to my, ſoul: He ſeeks my whole-hearty 
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15 . and he. 1s. worthy. to poſſeſs it; It is W - 0 | 


"I dend ee aim 50 and _ _ 1 am 
3 1 po Com Fs ſhall be 5 wil Lai. 
1 55 = fied o che full: Eamine m Nay: dwell i in this | 
on wilderneſs, but is altogethe er unknown in 1 
ar good land e, wbich I zum travelling 
nm my Father's hu fe , there is bread 
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ure eee With his wp and 
elle f the World to =_ notice bf tis, as 
whom he expects to be G 
Man this fire us Wirk 


£ 


a a generous' ambition to excel in holmes; 


_ that we may exhibie à juſt 
of tlie Maſter we ſer ve; and ſhow that he 


is in troth Phat che Seriptures reßert lim 
An . gies | 


t be, 4 altogether lovely, 1 

« than the children of men”. rome 
my brethren, matter of grief to you, that 
ſo many are to be found ã e deſpiſe 
« and reſect the Saviour of mankind v 
Would you not wiln that all the world 
| ſhould know his excellence; that they 
bitte Feen, and love, and Chooſe him 
heir Naſterf lf you do, for the 
fake, for your own ſake, and for 
the fake of the my thouſands” ro whom 
be ſtill appears without form and comes. 
1 lines,” do not / withhold the aid you 


ive: Him they cannot ſee, but vou 
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tation 
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ve as cence ch ou N 
9 „Jour precious time in the 
1 of faſhionable amu anna 
N 5 e eee wor! | | 
E re them Ts „ 
1 
r in tliat F bd 
hip bearers that a „ 8 
is eee con- PE 
FEY ate Bi pieciſench, 1 
* righteous overmuch ?“ r 50 N ; 
ſuch a — 7 
horror: . Wi ; 
We dare no 15 5 
N 2 8 
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„ the words 
0 againſt thoſe v 
; if” your behaviour differ widely ed what 


Hon; that the 
ated} in a Karwan manner himſelf, and 
gave you” laws 

and tendency qual wee ol mg 1 hardly ‚ 
opofal; and yet juſtiee 
demands it; nay, unleſs you either de 


. conſent to this 5 


NT : 1 lat Wie- e pfen h ar ” a 
. . commanded ſtrictneſs; there is a curſe 


denounced againſt thoſe: who „ add unte | 
of © this book, * ags well as 
7 ho”: 6: take theme them.“ and 


we are bound to recommend; 1 again aſk 


f the: queſtion, What judgement would ou 
_ Kare the World to form They muſt ne- 
i ceſlarily - conde 
: for requiring too much, or vou for per- 
: forming too little They muſt either con- 
: clude that we miſrepreſent the religion of _ 
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